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Exports and importt 

AGENCY: bvironmental Protection . 
Agency. 
A- Announcement of the entry into 
for" of the Basel Convention. 

SUMMARK On May 5.1992. the Basel 
Convention on the Control of 
Transboundary Movements of 
Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal 
(Base! Convention) enters into force for 
the first twenty countries that have 
ratified i t  The United States has not yet 
rstified the Basel Conventioir: therefore. 
U . S  requirements regarding imports and 
exports of hazardous waste remain 
unchanged This inforrnation-only notice 
describes the development and .major 
provisions of the Convention..It also 
discusses the potential Impacts that 
requirements imposed. by ratifying 
countries to implement the Convention 
may have on US. waste importers and 
exportera ._ ' 

Conveotianisinclvded w ith this notice. 
EFFECTIVE OAYE May 5,1992 

For general information contract the 
RCRA Hotha,  'Office of Solid Waste. 
US. Environmental Protection Agency. 
401 M Street. SW.. Washington. DC. 
204M) from9 a.m. to 7% p.m (EST]. 
Monday through Friday, except .for 
Federal holidays: Telephone [SOO) 424- 
9346 (toll free) or. in the Washington. 
DC. Me!ropofitan area at (703) 920-9810- 

For information on specific aspects of 
this notice, contract Ms. Angela 
Cracchiolo, Office of Solid Waste, US. 
Environmental Protection Agency, 401 M 
Street. SW.. Washington. DC. 20460. 
telephone (202) 260-4779. 
SUPPLEHE~ARY iumRmmON: 

Outline 
1. Basel Convention: Backgro~nd 
A. History of Development 

n.e_Cqmpkte&t of the Basel 

FOR FURTHER INFORMAYO)! -TAW 

I -  B. Reasons for Developmen! 
1 .  ' C. Entry icto Force of the Convention . 

1. 90 days after 20th Ratification 
2. List of Ratifying Countries 

1 
Submission of Waste Lists to UNEP 1nle;im i ' u  Secretary 

D. Next Steps in Implementation of the 
Convention --c- .-. 

2. Meeting of the Conference of the Parties 
I:. B a d  Convention: Summer). of Provisions 

A. Waste Covcriqt? 

0. Wibitions on Shipments To and From 

C. Pnrequiritee to fixporting 
D. N o ! h  and Consent 
E. Exporting end Importing Country . 

F. 1nternationel.Cooperation 
C. Tracking. Accidents. and Reporting 
H. Ban on Shipments to Antarctica Treaty 

Ill. P r o ~ s e ~ l ' o w a r d s  US. Ratification of 
Basel 
A. Basei Signed by US On March 2 t  1990 
8. Importance of US. Retikation 

Non-PartieS 

Responsibilities 

Area 

1. Negotiation d Rule6 for Implementation 

2. Full Participation Only by Basel Parties 
and Related h t O C 0 h  

c. h e d u r e  for U.S. Ratification of Basel 
D. Prupoeed Legislation 
IV. Existins lntwnational Agreements 
A. U.S./Canada Bilateral Agreement 
9. U.S./Mexico Bilateral Agreenenl . , . 
C. OFGD Decision 
V. f e r t  of tha Basel Convention 

t Basel Convention: Background 
A. History of Development 
The United Nations Envi&wen€ 

Programme [W+EF"EP began working 
towards controlling international 
shipments of waste in 1982, purciuant to 
a 1982 UNEP Governing Council 
decision mandating the development of 
guidelines and principles for 
environmentally sound management of 
hazardous waste. At virtually the +me 
time (1983). the Organization for . 

Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) Environment 
Committee's Waste Management Policy 
Crcup began working on a program to 
control transboundary movements of 
wastes. The United'States has been ttn 
active participant in the activities of 
both OECD and UNEP. 

Since 1984. OECD has adopted four 
legally binding Decisions for its 
members (the United States has agreed 
to ali four Decisions). Briefly. theee 
Decisions require OECD Members to: 

advance notification. 
1. Control international shipments via 

2. Develop an overall trackin8 system. 
3. Require prior consent of receiving 

4. Deflne the scope of coverage for 

In the interest of broader international 

countries outside the OECD. 

wastes that wi!l be controlled. 

involvement and commitment, OECD 
discontinued work in this area after a 
1988 Decision 1 to defer to UNEPS 

* fh:ww O ~ I  ry: t t~fmtl:~rr  hk.: wiw!s d 
~ ~ O C W ~ W S  bt'osrr (:(88)901Final1. adopted by the 
r:,,,.n,:i! on ~ 4 . ~ ~  2- I W  

efforts. Much of OECD's early work. 
including the list identifying wastes to 
be covered by an international 
agreement was adopted by UNEP 
without charige. 

Continuing development in this aka.  
UNEP created the Cairo Guidelines and 
Principles for the Environmentally 
Sound Management of Hazardous 
Wastes. which were adopted by the 
UNEPCoverning Council in 1987. The 
Cairo Chiidellnee contained definitions. 
provisions fof generation 
transportation and management of 
wsste. monitoring and control. remedial 
action. recopdkeeplng. safely an& , , 
contingency planning, liability and i 
compensation.*Countes would have the 
right to refuse a waste shipment if i t  
cwld not be handled in an 
environmentally sound manner. 
However, the Cairo Guidelines were 
nonbinding and unenforceable 
guidelines that acted as a code of 
practice. Soon after their comptetion. 
uN69 began planning a co,nvention 
which would go beyond the Cairo 
Guidelines by including effective and 
enforceable monitoring and control 
requirements to ensure environmentally 
sound madagement of transboundary 
movements of hazardous and other 
wastes. The Basel Convention was 
negotiated under UNEP beginning In 
1988. 

A conferen'ce of UNEP delegates met 
in Basel. Switzerland. in March 1989. at 
which time the Basel Convention on the 
Control of Transboundary Movements 
of Hazardous Wastes and Their 
Disposal was concluded and opened for 
signature. A two-step procedure is 
involved in "activating" the Convention. 
Countries first sign the Convention. then 
once they have the authority and are 
prepared to implement its terms. they 
may ratify it 
B. Reasons for Developmer;! 

There are two major reasons for the 
development of the Basel Convention. 
The first involves the increasing 
shortage of waste management capacity 
in several countries. leading to larger 
volumes of solid and hazardous waste 
movements across borders. Some 
countries generate such small quantities 
of hazardous waste that i t  is not 
economically efficient to build disposal 
facilities in these countries. thercfore. 
their waste is exported. 

A second issue that provided a major 
impetus for the development of Basel is 
the occurrence of several international 
incidents where wastes which may have 
been hazardous wastes in ei:her t h e  
country of origin or the country of 
import have been indiscriminately 

* 
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dumped in developing countries, either 
with or without their consent. For 
example, in August 1986. the ship Khian 
Sea left Philadelphia loaded. with 15,000 
tons of municipal incinerator ash and 
set sail for Haiti. where it unloaded 
some of its cargo..The,shipping.papers 
accompanying the waste labeled-the 
incinerator ash as bulk construction 
material and top soil ash fertilizer. After 
Haiti strongly'opposed this -action,. the 
incident gathered.internationa1. : 

attention, particularly from the Pan- 
American Health Organization and the 
World Health Organization. The Khian 
Sea then left Haiti and began a two-year 
voyage around the world in search of a 
country that would accept 'its waste. ' 

After several additional refusals 'and 
several changes of the ship's name, the 
Khian Sea appeared in Singapore with a 
new name and empty cargo holds: 

Another incident involved waste from 
Italy that was transported and unloaded 
in Nigeria, in a total.of five shipments 
from August 1987 to May 1988 In 3988 
the Nigerian governpent ordered the 
waste to be sent.back to Italy, After a 
lengthy trip and,many refusals from 
ports, the waste was finalIy retuned to 
Italy. . . . . .  

countries, the practice of importing 
waste can be a very profitable .one. and 
there can be a strong incentive for . 
individuals in developing countries to ., 

participate in this activity. Hqwever, 
developing and newly indusfrialized 
countries often have limited capacity or 
capability to ensure propef waste 
treatment and disposal. Illegaily 
disposed wastes can cause 
contamination of ground water. surface 
water, soil, air, and biota, A study by 
UNEP and the World Health ' 

' 

Organization on contamination of water, 
soil, and air concluded that the "degree 
of contamination is worse in 
[developing] countries and newly 
industrialized countries than,it is in 
most of the developed'ones." * The 
contamination of the environment in 
developing countries can directly affect 
the health of the people,. cause them to 
relocate, and cause the loss of 
productive land, natural resources, and 
certain economic activities. The 
negotiators of the Basel Convention 
wanted to promote environmentally 
sound management of exported and 
imported wastes, especially in these 
developing countries. 

To date, at least 83 countries.' 
representing the African, Latin- 
Caribbean and Asian-Pacific regions 

. .  

For dev,eloping or ?ewly industrialized 

, 

. .  
* 'Third world has most chemical 

contamination," Chemical F Eng!&r?hS A ' m s  
October 3. I$.%. pp. 8-9. 

' 

have banned hazardous waste imports. 
and a number have adopted strict 
penalties for illegal imports. 
c. Force of the convention financial participation. as well a s .  

guidelines to ensure environmentally 
sound management. Adoption of 
procedural rules hnd defermination of 

discussions on develoDment of a 
1.90 Days After 20th Ratification 

The Basel Convention was open for 
signature from March 22,1989, through 
March 22,1990. Fifty-three countries 
signed the Convention, including the 
United States. By signing the 
Convention, a country indicates that it 
agrees with the goals of the Convention 
and is moving towards ratification. 
Ratification signals a country's ability to 
implement the provision of the 
Convention. As of February 5,1992. 
twenty countries had ratified the 
Convention. Ninety days after the 
twentieth ratification (May 5,19921. the 
Basel Convention will enter into force, 
becoming effective for those twenty 
countries. For any country that ratifies 
the Convention after its entry into force, 
the Basel Convention will be effective 
for that country 90 days after the date it 
ratifies (Article 25). 
2. List of Ratifying Countries 

The following countries ratified the 
Basel Convention on or before February 
5.1992: 
Argentina 
Australia 
China 
Czechoslouakia 
El Salvador 
Finland 
France 
Hungary 
lordan 
Liechtenstein 

.Mexico 
Nigeria 
Norway 
Panama 
Romania 
Saudi Arabia 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
Syria 
Uruguay 

On March 20.1992, Poland became the 
twenty-first country to ratify the 
Convention: therefore, Basel will enter 
into force for Poland on June 18,1992. ' 
D. Next Steps in Implementation of the 
Con vention 
1. Submission of Waste Lists to UNEP 
Interim Secretary 

Within six months of becoming a 
Party to the Convention, each Party 
must submit to the Secretariat a list of 
those wastes which i t  considers 
hazardous, other than those listed in 
Annexes I and I1 of the Convention.'In 
addition to the wastes listed in the 
Convenlion. Basel provisions apply to 
any other wastes considered or defined 
as hazardous by its Parties. 
2. Meeting of the Conference of the 
Parties 

The Basel Convention requires that a 
meeting of the Conference of the Parties 
be held within one year of the 
Convention's entry into force to discuss 
implementation issues such as technical 

liability protocol. will ';llso'be-iopics of 
the first .meeting. The.fi&t meeting of the 
Conference of the Partiecr h_as not been , 

scheduled, but the Interim Secretariat 
for the Basel Convention expects it to 
take place inFaIll992. . . .. . . . 

11. B a g ,  Convention: Summary of 
Prbvisions 

ne:Basel  Conventign's maiq goal is 
to prdtect human health and the , 

environment against the adveke effects 
that may result from mismanigement or 
careless international movements of 
hazardous and other wastes. The 
Convention seeks a reductionh waste 
generation,,a reduction in . .. 
transboundary waste moirements 
consistent with environmentally.so~$d 
and efficient waste management, and  
sets a staedard,of environmentally 
sound management for those waste 

. 

movements that do occur. Wastes 
covered by the Convention include 
hazardous wastes. household wastes, 
and residues arising from the 
incineration of household wastes. 

The Convention contcols the 
transbdundary movement of these 
wastes from one Party to another. 
Before a transboundary movement of 
hazardous or other wastes may occur, 
the exporting country must notify in 
writing the'countriea of import and 
transit and must obtain their consent. 
The shipment cannot proceed until the 
exporting.country has received written 
consent from the importing country and 
any transit countries as well a s  - : 
confirmation of the existence of a waste 
management contract between the 
exporter and the importer. Both the 
exporting and importing countries are 
obligated to prohibit a transboundary 
movement if there is reason to believe 
that the waste will not be managed in an 
environmentally sound manner in the 
importing country. 

prohibited from exporting or importing 
covered waste to or from non-Parties 
except in cas.es4n which separate 
government agreements exist which 
provide for environmentally sound 
management. 
A. Waste Coverage 

The Basel Convention defines 
hazardous wastes as: 

Wastes listed in Annex I (of the. 
Basel Convention] unless they do not 
exhibit one or more of the 

' 

. 

' ' 

In addition, Base1 Parties are 
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characte~sticsldentifiea in AMex fl!. 
using national testing procedi~res. a i 4  

Wastes considered it5 be or defined 
.as hazardous by one or more of the 
exporting. importing. or transit Partietl a. 

In addition; Basel covefs ''other, 
wastes" fl i8td in Annex lX]. which are. 
wastes from. households and residues 
from the incineration of household 
waste. 

TWO waste streams are specificaily 
excluded. from coverage: 

Radioactive wastes covered by . 
other .international controls. and 

Wastes from ships covered by orher 
internationaf controls. 
.B. hhibitions on Shipments To atid 
Fmm Nort-Parties 

transboundary movements of covered 
wastes between Parties and non-Parties. 
However, pursuant to.Article 11. exports 
or imports of Bttsel wastes betwen 
Parties and non-Parties may'occur if 
there is a eeparate preixisting bilateral 
or multil'aterai agreement between those 
countries that is compatible with the 
environmentally sound management 
standard in Basel. Bilateral or 
multilateral agreements or arrangements 
that Parties enter into after. the entry 
into force date of the Convention must 
not derogate from the environmentally 
sound management required under 
BaseL. 

The United States currently has two 
preexisting bilateral. agreements. One 
agreement is with Canada. to which the 
U.S. exports 68 percent of its total 
eKported hazardous waste (XXM). and 
the other is with Mexico.. to which. the 
U S  exports 28 percent of its total 
exported hazardous waste (1990). In 
addition. on March 30,1992. the 
Organization for Economic Cooperation 
.and Development (OECI)). of which the 
United States is a Member. adopted a 
rnuititateral Decision that allow$ for 
transboundary movements of waste for 
recovery. 
C. Prerequisites to Expnrtilrg 

be exported only if the exporting . . 
country does not have adequate 
disposal capacity. facilities. or disposal 
eites to dispose of the waste in an 
environmentally sound and 
economically efficient manner or, if the 
wastes are required as a raw materia1 
for recycliiig or recovery industries in 
the importing.country. 

. . :. 

The,Convention prohibits 

The Convention requires that wastes 

J In the caw OC 4he UnibyI States. the H m u ~ : a  
Conservntion and Recovery Act (RCRA1. a5 
imanded. is the domestic !egisletion ihni provides 
*(;thoritv fw Ep19 to idcp*lly hitrlirdous HOY~C'S.  

D. Noticeand Consent - - . - I  .:- .*. . 

Conventlon requires that the exporting 
country notify the recetvhg country itnd 
any transit countries of the proposed ' . 

movement of,hazardous wastes or other 
wastes. (A transit country is one through 
which the waste shipment will travel en' 
route to.the importing country.) Upon 
receiving notice of a pioposed. shipment. 
the importing and transit countries may 
either consent to the shipment with.or 
without conditions. deny permission, or 
request additional information. The. 
waste shipment may be exported only 
after the.importing and transit countries 
haire consented. The exporting country 
must take actions to stop the export if if 
occurs without the written consent of 
the importing and transit country or 
under conditions discussed under 
paragraph E below. 
E. Exporting and Importing Country 
Responsibiiities 

countries are responsible for prohibiting 
or stopping (if en route) transboundary 
shipments of waste if they have reason 
to believe that the waste will not be . 
handled in an environmentally sound 
manner in the iinporting country. 
Environmentally sound manner is 
defined in the Convention as "taking all 
practicable steps to ensure that. 
hazardous wastes M other wastes are 
managed in a manner which will protect 
hunan health and the environment 
against the adverse effects which may 
result from such wastes." Technical 
,guidelines for envtronmentauy sound 
management will be a topic for 
discussion at the first meeting of the 
Conference of the Parties (Article 4). 

In addition, if a shipment cannot be 
delivered to the destination for which 
'consent has been given. or is not 
accepted by the  destination facility. the 
eKporter has the responsibility for 
ensuring that the wastes are returned to 
the exporting country if alternativh 
errangernents cannot be made for their 
environmentally sound disposal. 
consistent with all terms of the 
'Convention. within 90 days. or another 
time-frame agreed upon by the countries 
concerned. The exporting country mu9t 
also require that the exporter or 
generator take back any wastes iilegally 
exporfed or must assume responsibility 
for the waste if the exporter or generator 
does not daso. If the disposer in the 
importing country committed the illegal 
act. then this obligation rests with the 
importing country. Where responsibility 
€or the itlegel movement cannot be 
&?ermined. Parties are required to 

Before an export may occur, the 

Both.exporting and importins 

cooperate to-easure.environmentaliy .. 
sound management . .. 

.E iGernaii inaiw4tioi .  . ; ' ,  . . .  I 

Convention +&it. Parties respect the . ' 
,import .twvs of &&i Partie. If a Country ' ' .  
has pmohibited. th6 import gf certain- ~ _.- . . ' - 
uirastes; and has &ified,other countribs ':.. .__ -. 
of that decision. Parties may not alIow 
exports of prohibited wastes to that 

All Partidsbave an oMigation to 
coop4rste 4th other Parti& in 
developing technical guidelines for 
achieving environmentally .sound 
management This Involm an 
obligation. to hare information on. 
technical 9tandards that will promote 
environmentally sound waste 
management. Iir addltioh this . 
cp-itment invotyes cooperation in.. 
.monitoring the effects of-certain waate 
management practices on human health 
and the envhnment. Parties also are 
.required to cooperate in providing 
assistance to-developing countries in 
implemen~ng esvironmentaily sound 
management. gracttces. 
G. Tmckhg. Accidents. and Reportink 

requirements for tracking wastes 
through use of a."rnovement document." 
which must accompany the waste 
shipment from the point the 
transboundary movement begins to the 
point of disposaL (Diaporal inciudea a 
subse! of activities which may lead to 
recovery as welI as final dispoeal under 
the Convention's terms.) kr addition.' 
shipments of wJlste must be packaged. 
la belled. .and transported in 
conformance with intemationaf rules 

If an accident involving ci waste 
shipment.occuis during transportation I 

or disposal that poses a risk to human 
health or the environment. the 
Convention requires that the responsible 
parties inform potentially affected 
countries of the accident. In addition 
Basel Parties must inform each other. 
through the Secretariat of the 
Convention. of changes in the 
authorities responsible for 
implementation of the Conventma in 
their qmntry, changes in the definition 
of hazardous waste. and decisions tu 
prohibit or not consent to the import of 
certain wastes. Lastly. Parties must 
submit an annual report to the 
Secretariat. The report must include 
amounts and types of hazardous and 
other wastesexported and their 
destination. transit countries. and 
disposal method amounts and types of 
hazardous and other wastes imported, 
their origin, and disposal method: 

. A  &&Cjige of tfie'Base! ' 3:' ~ . . 

. 

country. . ). . . , I  . .  

. . 

The Cohvention includes 

. . 

Y 



disposals that were not completed as 
planned; efforts to reducewaste exports 
and other specified pieces of 
information. 
H. B m  of Shipmenb totlntarctk 
Treaty Area 

of hazardous or other wastes to the 
Antarctica Treaty Area (south of 6Q 
degrees south latitude).. 
IIE. Rqpm Towards U.S. Katificaikm 
of Basel 
A. Basel S&ned by US on &mh 22, 
19SW 

United States' authority over the 
export of hazardous wastes is found h 
section 3017 of the Resource 
Conaervati~n and Reccwerg Act. 
(RCRA), which cunceatlg requires notice 
to. and cansent from, an importimg 
country prior to export of hazadcnra 
waste. In March 1989, President b s h  
announced he would seek legislation 
which would ensure that U S  haza&us 
waste be exported only wben an  
agreement exists with the importing 
country that ensure envimmnental€y 
sound management of the waste, The 
United States Ambassador b the URfteCt 
Nations, Ti.#rmas PSckeFing, signed &e 
Basel Convention on March a, 1990, I#P 
part of the United Stele$ new policy. 
B. Importance of US. RQt$'n 
1. Negotiation of RuIes for 
Implementation and Related Rotowls 

Within one year of entry into iorccr d 
the Convention. a first meeting of the 
Conference of the  ratifying Parties will 
be held. It is anticipated that fhe first 
meeting will occur in Fall 2992 The 
purpose of the meeting will be to agree 
upon and adopt procedural and 
financial participation d e s  tor the 
Parties and to consider other 
implementation issues, such s18 teGhaiGal 
guidelines for environmentally m d  
management. Discussions may also 
included amendments or addMona€ 
action needed to carry out the mission 
of the Convention. establishment of 
subsidiary bodies. and adoption of 
appropriate liability protocok 
2. Full Participation Only by Base1 
Parties 

Non-Party countries, such as  the U.8, 
and other interested parties m a y  be 
represented as observers at meetings of 
the Conference of the Parties. and meg 
be alIowed courtesy participation in the 
negotiation process. However, non- 
Parties will not have the authority to 
vote on these issues and may face other 
constraints in fully representing their 
positions during the negotiations. 

The Convention prohibits the export 

c. Pl.midlwfkr us A4tifwb88 o/ 
Basel 

The United Stabs Constitution 
requires that tho Senate consent to the 
ratification ofintarnational treaties. In 
keeping with this requirement. Presideat 
Bush transmitted the Baael Convention 
to the Senate for its advice and consent 
in May 199t. In additiou, before 
ratification can OCICUT, the US. 
government mwt have su€ficient 
authority to iinpfement the terms of the 
Convention. Current authority is lacking 
in severat major areas, including 

Authority to contra€ exports or 
imports of certain Baselcovered wastes 
(e&., household waste and househotd 
incinerator ash); 

Authority tu object to a shipment of 
waste baving ffio US. i€ it has reason to 
believe the waste wfll not be managed 
in an enviranmgntally sound manner, 
notwithstanding consent of the 
importing country. 

Authority tu mqdm fhe exporters 
bring illegal waste shipments back to 
the U.S. or the authority to assume su& 
a responsihity s b d d  the exporter fait 
to do so. 

An AdministratSon bill and a number 
of other biHs have been introduced into 
both Has-  ofOmrgress to increase 
EFWs authority over transboundary 
waste movements, consistent with 
provisions of &e Convention. 
D. Pmposed Le;pislbtiba 

The €&wing Zegisb tive proposals 
covering transbwndarJI waste 
movements were htrodud into the 
Congress in 199t: 

1.7'lie H~curdoua and Additionat 
Waste Expod and Import Act of I=." 
introduced on behalfof tke 
Administratian into the Senate by 
Senator Chafee fS. $082) and into the 
House of Representatives by - 
Congressman ERR€ W.R. 2398); May 
1991. 

2. 'The Waste Export Control Act," 
(H.R. 2358). introduced into the House of 
Representatives by Congressman S p a t  
and Wolpe, M a y  1991. 

3. "The Waste mrt and Import 
Prohibition Act." @f.R 2580). introduced 
into the House of Representatives by 
Congressman T m s  submitted H.R. 
2580, Junel99l. . 

4. 'The hternational Hazardous 
Waste Disposal. and Enforcement Act of 
1m." (S 1843). introduced into the 
United States SentEte by Senator Akaka. 
August 1991. 

En March 2992 as part of reauthorizing 
legislation for RCRA Chairman Baucus 
of the Senate Environment and Public 
Works Committee, Environmentak 
Protection Subcommittee. introduced 

into coamkttee m d - o p  e section 
governing hazardous and add&m€ 
waste imports end =porta. 
f K  ExisttjPglakmafiQnd~Rgreerseats 

invoIved Jn pw-exfsting govemment-to- 

The a u h  of bLe Easd Cbmrentian 
recognized that inme countrfes may be 

government arrangements regcmiEns 
transboundmy waste movements and 
that m e  countries mag have dfwcuFty 

e n t m  mt7 into force. Rim, under articre 

Convention, transtpoandq movements 
of covered M s f e  between IElaseF Parties 
and nbn-Partfes may c o n t h e  to take 
place if there is an international 
agreement between these countries for 
those wastes. provtdd that the 
agreement is compatibre with the 
environmentally sound management 
required under the Convention. The U.S. 
currently has a bilateral agreement wirb 
Canada and a bifateral agmemertt with 
Mexico. In addition, the US., as a 
member of the OECD, is bound by a 
multiloterd arrangement for 
transboundary movements of 
recyclable8 within the OECD region. 
Therefore, after May 5, faacL 
transboundary movemenu of B a d  
wastea may take place between dected 
Basel Parties and the W, but only 
pursuant.to the bilateral or d i k t e r a l  
agreements ar arraagementa noted 
above. 
A. U.S./C~UZQ& Rila&nd A g m m a z  

In 1986, the United States and Canada 
entered into a bilateral agreement 
concerning transbounday movement of 
hazardous waste. The M c l e  . 
agreement covers imports, exports, and 
transit movements. Tha agreement 
stipdates that: 
1. "he exporting country w e  the 

importfns country of a propored expos% 
ZThe designated authority has 30 

days from the date of recaw of the 
notice to indicate consent or objection 
to the export: 
3. If no objection is rrcstvsd &&in 

the Xl-clay period rbt countzy of import 
is considered to hew w 0bf.Ctioll to the 
export. 
Also included Ip tbo US/cSnada 

agreement are pmvbioru r*Mch require 
that shipments cmhm tu th 
regulations a€ the irmpamnlr country 
provisions for notificatkn of transit 
shipments; req&emmta fa cooperative 
efforts in monitor@ to ensure 
compliance with mgulatiom In both 
countries; and a prwirsoa For 
readmitting exporta fix any reason 
Parties also may require that any 
transboundary movement of hazardous 

tfJecOilveIlriq before# 

11 ,upOrt~hl t tTf i f iCeOfthe&d 
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waste be insured against damage to . 
third parties. . .  

B. LI.S./Mexico Bilatem? Agreement 
Also in 1986. the U.S. and Mexico ' ' 

entered into a bilateral agreement for 
.hazardous waste transboMdary 
movements. The agreement allows the 
export of hazardous waste, from Mexico 
into the United States for recovej  or. 

' disposal, as well as transit shipments : ' through the U.S. and Mexico. Since the 
import of hazardous wastes for.disposa1 
in'Mexico is forbidden under Mexican 
Presidential decree, hazardous wastes 

'-.may be exported to Mexico under the 
.agreement only for the purpose of 
recycling. 

the exporting country to plpvide a 
'notification of intent to export 
hazardous. waste to the'importing 
country 45 days in advance of shipment: 
the consent or objection by the 
importing country must be reported in 
another 45 days..ln cbntrast to the 
0.-nadian agreement, if a response from 
Mexico is not received within. the 
prescribed time, consent is not implied. 
The bilateral agreement alsa references 
the requirement under the Mexican 
Maquiladora Program that hazardous 
wastes generated from raw materials ' 

admitted in bond be returned to the 
country of export of the raw materials.: 
The Maquiladora Program was '. 

established to attract U.S. industries to 
Mexico to promote industrial 
development in that country. The' 
liability provisions of the U.S./Mexico 
bilateral agreement call for the country 
of export to take action, within the limits 
of its legal authority, that will result in: 
1. The return of the hazardous waste 

to the country of export: 
2. The return, insofar as practicable. 

af the status quo ante of the affected 
ecosystem: and 

3. The repair, through compensation, 
of,damages caused to persons, property. 
or the environment. 
C. OECD Decision 

On March 30,1992. the Council of the 
Organization for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (OECD) adopted a 
legally binding Decision on The Control 
of Transfrontier Movements of Wastes 
Destined for Recovery Operations. The 
OECD Member countries which adopted 
the Decision are: Australia. Austria. 
Belgium, Canada. Denmark, Finland. 
France, Germany. Greece. Iceland. 
Ireland. Italy, Luxembourg. Netherlands. 
New Zealand. Norway, Portugal. Spain 
Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey. United 
Kingdom and the United States. The 
OECD Decision. which covers,waste 
materials destined for recovery 

. 

The U.S./Mexico agreement requires 

' 

operations.,is a preexisting arrangemeni 
under Article 11 of the Basel 

. Convention. The O E D  multilateral 
arrangement,.will allow for the U.S. to 
continue exporting and importing 
hazardous waste to and hm other 
OECD Members, including those who 
are Basel Parties, for the purpose of 
recovery. after entry into force of. the 
Basel Convention. However, the OECD 
airangement.does not cover wastes 
imported and eq'oited €or final 
disposal. ' . . 

countries to Control transfrontier 
movements of hazardous wastes a n d  
ensure that adequate and tiinely 
information is transmitted from the 
exporting country to the importing 
country. The Decision requires that 
responsibility for the proper 
management of the waste, including the 
necessary reexportation of waste, if 
safe disposal cannot be assured by the 
importing country, be specified in a 
contract betw,een the exporter and the 
importer. Recognizing that Member 
countries.wou1d require time to . 
implement the terms of the Decision 
within their domestic regulatory 
framework yet desiring implementaeon 
of the Decision as quickly as p d b l e ;  
the OECD Coiinci1,Decision was made 
effective on the date'ofits adoption. The 
U.S. expects to issue regulations 
implementing the Decision very shoitly. 
Until such regulations become effective. 
all. existing regulations. regarding the 
export othazardous wastes from'the 
U.S. and imports of hazardous wastes to 
the U.S. remain in effect and 
enforceable. After May 5.1992 exports 
to and imports from OECD Member 
.countries for final disposal will cease, if 
the OECD country has ratified the Basel 
Convention. OECD Members that have 
ratified Basel include: Australia, 
Finland, France, Norway, Sweden, and 
Switzerland. 

Dated May 5.1992 
Dm R. Clay. 
Assistant Administmtor. 

V. Text of the Basel Convention 
Basel Convention on the Control of 
Tmnsboundary Movements of Hazadous 
Wastes. and Their Disposal; Preamble 
The Parties to this Convention. 

Aware of the risk of damage to human 
health and the environment caused by 
hazardous wastes and other wastes.and the 
transboundary movement thereof. . 

Mindful of the growing threat to human 
health and the environment posed by the 
increased generation and complexity. and 
transboundary movement of hazardous 
wastes and other wastes. 

Mindful also fhat the most effective way of 
protecting human health and the environment 

The OECD Decision requires Member 

. . 

from the dangers posed by such wastes is,the 
reduction of their generation to a minimum in 
terms of quantity and/or hazard potential 

Convinced that States should take 
necessary measures to erisure that the 
management of hazardous wastes and other 
wastes including their transboundary - 
movement and disposal is cotisistent with the 
protection of human health and the, 
environment -hatever,the place of their 
disposal. 

Noting that ;States should ensure that the . 
' generator should &ny'out duties with regard 

to the &mqmtt and +sposal of havrdous 
wastes and ofher wasteslri a manner that is 
consistent with the protection of the 
environment.whatever the place of disposal, 

Fuflyrecqgnizing that any State has the 
sovereign right to ban the entry or disposal of 
foreign hazardous wastes and other wastes in 
its temitory. 

Recognized also the increasing desire for 
the prohibition of trapboundary movements 
of hazardous wastes and their disposal in 
other Ststes. es+cially.developing puntries, 

Convinced that hazard.ous wastes and 
other wastes should, as  far as is compatible 
with environmentally sound and efficient 
management. be disposed of in the State 
where they were generated. 

of suchwastes fern the State of their 
generatlon to any other State should be. 
permitted only when conducted under 
conditions which do not endanger human 
health b d  the environment, and under 
conditions in conformity with the provislons 
of this Convention, 

Considering that enhanced control of 
transboundary movement of hazardous 
wastes and other wastes will a d  as  an 
incentive for their envhnmentally round 
management and forthe d u c t i o n  of the 
volume of such transboundary aulvirment. 

Convinced that States should take 
measyes for the proper exchangc d 
information'on and control of the 
transboundary movement of haurdous 
wastes.and other wastes fmm and to those 
States. 
Noting that a number of inlenuUonill and 

regional agreements have addressed the issue 
of pmtection and preservatioa of thr 
environment with regard to the transit of 
dangerous goods, 

United States Conference on the tlunun 
Environment (Stockholm. I%??). the Cairn 
Guidelines and Principles for th .  
Environmentally Sound hfaruigcmaal of 

' Hazardous Wastes adopted by rh. Governing 
Council'of the United Nationo EnvtraMent 
Programme (UNEP) by decisioa Wjo of 17 
June 1987. the Recommendations of tho 
United Nations Committee on Ex- on the 
Transport of Dangerous Goob [farmulated in 
1957 and updated biennially). relevant 
recommendations, declarations. tnrtmments 
'and regulations adopted within the United 
Nations system and the worir and rtudies 
done within other international end regional 
organizations, 

Mindful of the spirit. principles, aims and 
functions of the World Charter for Nature 
adopted by the General Assembly of the 

Aware also that transboundary movements 
. 

Taking jnto account the Dacl.nth of the 

6 
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United Nations at its thirty-seventh session : 3, wastes  which, as  a result'of being :. . 
11982) as the rule of ethics in respekt of the .. .. radiocrctive; are.snbject tootherint,emational' 
prutec?ioq of the human environmentand the controt systems. @At$ingmtemationaY . 
conservation of natural resourcesi instrumkjnts. applying specifically to .. 

Affirmiirpg that Stales a m  responsible' for.: . radiokctive'materiaIs, are exchded fmm the 
the fulfillment af theirintematiotyl ,. . . scope of tlrib cdnwnth. 
obligationq concerning the protection of . , . .4. Wastes wkidr deet from the no 'bat  . 

. .  operetiom ofa. ship, the dis&rge o f  which is  
coverad' by anbtfrerinternational~ inbtriiment: 

.. . are excluded from the scqpe of this ...<. . 
- 

hwnan heaLth and p&ec&n.,arid: .. , ~ , ,. , 

presefvdtion of the envison.menLgnd are .. . . 
liable in accordance w i Q ~ i n f e r n e ~ 1  bw* 

' Recognizing that iR the case o€ a materid 
breach of the provisions of this Cowention or 
any protocol thereto the relevwt 
internetionat law bf treaties. shall &ply. . 

A ware of the need to continue the 
development and implementation of 
environmentally sound low-waste 
technologies. recycling options. goodhouse-. 
keeping and management system5 kith'a 
view to reducing t0.a minimum the generation 
of hazardous wastes andorlrer.'wac@a 

A ware also of the grawing interna!had , ' 

concern-abotil the need for &ingent -1' . 
of transboundary movement of haeardows 
wastes. curd other wastes. apd 
far as possible to reduce such. 
minimum, , .  

C o n c h  about the .pAblem; af: illegal. . 

tvansboundqy traffi h hazasdous wastes ' 

ca$abiliti&f the developing coualries'th 
manage hazardous wost,ea and 9th~ .uurutes. 

ikognidng the need to promote the 
transfer of technolosy foi the eounb 
rnanagement,of Razardous. w a s 9  en& 0th 
wastes produced lo&fly. parricutarly to the: 
developing countries in accordance. with do 
spirit of the Cairo Guidelines and decision 
14/16 of the ~ ~ n g € o u n c i ~ o f ~ ~  ' 

Promotion of the trans€er;of en.9irOamexrtal , 

pro&crion:technology. 
~ ~ ~ i n g  Qlso G t  hew& y s t e s .  

and other wastes shoa-be +sported in', 
accaFdande with relevant ii@etm+oaah 
conventions and recommendat ib  ' 

Convinced'olso that the. tfansbqundary 
. movement of hazardous yu&alOs. and other 
wastes should be permitted ddy i h d t h e  
transport and thedti-te $isposal of sucii 
wastes is environmentally sound. and 

Determined to protect, by strict control. 
human health and the environment again& . 
the adverse effects which may result from the 
generation and management ofhazardous . 
wastes and oiherwastes, 

Article 1 
Scope of the Convention 

transboundary movement shall be  
"hazardous wastes" for the purposes ofthis 
Convention: 

[a) Wastes that belong to any category 
contained in Annex L unless they do not 
possess any of the characteristics contained 
in Annex Iff: and- I 

[bJ Wastes that a w  not covered under 
paragraph (a] but are defmened 8s; or are 
considered to be, hazardous wastes by the I 

domestic legistation of the Patty of export.. 
import. o r  transit. . ,  

2. Wastes that b e h g  to any category 
contained in Annex I1 that amsubj& t e  
transboundary movement shag be o t k  
wastes.for the purposes of thk  Converiion. 

. . .  

and o+r w e s t s .  . . . .... . 

Tpkisg in& OccOuat alS0;the - . ' .  

Have Agreed as Fohws: 

I. The following wades. that are subject to 

- : 

Convention. 
Article 2 

Definitions 
For the purposes of this Coavention: 
I. Wastes are substances or objects which 

are disposed of or are krtondect to be 
disposed of or at0 required to be disposedof 
by the pmvisfons. of national l a w  
2 Munapment mansthe collection, 

transport and disposal of hazkdous wastes 
or orher wasies, fncluding aftercare of 
disposal sites; 

3. TEonsbaLIPdory naovement means any 
movement of hazardour wastes or othec 
wastes fromaaereauoder the national 
jurisdiction o€one W e  @or through a l  area 
under the j~sdictioir ofaaother state or ta 
or thr0ugT1 an area net uudm tbe ne tiQ& 
jurisdiction of p y  State+ pmuided at least 
twa States are involved in the movement; 

4. Disposai means any operation specad 
in AMax IV to this C a n W o n ;  
6. Approved site orfocYity means a aite Qr 

facility for the dispasd of hszardoua wastea 
or otber w e t e s  whlclr Isauthorked oc 
permitted to operate far Ws purpose by a 
+eleirant authority of the State where the site 
or faciRty is located; 

governmental authority designated by a Party 
to be responsible, within such geographicat 
area as the Party may &ink fit. for receiving 
the notification ofar transboundary 
movement ot hazardous wastes or other 
wastes, and any information related to i t  and 
for responding to such a notification as  
provided in &tkb tk 

7. Fucafgoint means the en* of a Party 
referred to in M c k  5 responrrible for 
receiving and submitting information as 
provided for in Mictea 13 and 15; 

hazardous wastes mother wastes' means 
taking all practicable steps to ensun^that 
hazardous wastes or other wastes are 
managed in a manner which witt pmtecf 
human health and the enviranment against 
the adverse effects which may result fmm 
such wastes: 

Stole m e n s  any l a d .  marine afea o r  
airspace within which 8 Sfate exercises 
administrativead regulatory responsibility 
in accordance  ti^ hntemational few in 
regard to the protection of human health OF 
the environmenk 
10. SCd@ ofexpart means a Party from 

which e transboundary rnwement of 
hazardous wastea or other wastes is planned 
to be initiated OF ie ini€iat& 
11. Sate ufimpocrmeama Pmy to whkh 

a transboundary movemen$ af bezardous 
wastes or otherwastes is planned or takes 
place for the purpose of dispod thereh oc 
for the purpose of foe&ng prior to disposal in 

6. Cbmpe(errt ut~thon'ty means one 

8. Environmen&~fy souadrmmagemenr of 

9. Area undeF tbnationoF&risdicth ofa 

an area not under the national jutisdiction of 
any State: 

12 state Of tmnsit means any State. other 
than the State oPexport or import. through 
whlch a movement of bazardous wastes or 
other wastes Is planned or takes place: 

are States of export or import,or transit 
States. whether or not Parties; 

14 Person means a q  natural or legal 
person: 

15. Exparter means any person under the 
jurisdiction of the State of export who 
arrange3 for hazadous wastes or other 
wastes,b be expo&& 

jurisdiction oi khe State of import who 
arranges: for hazafdoua wastes or O ~ F  
wastes bbe imp-  

111. Carrier matas any person dm carries 
out the tramport of; hasadous wastes or 
other w9stea; 
18. Cenemfor meana any person whose 

activityprodueeshazardow wasteaorother 
wastw or, 16 that pessom iu not known, the 
person who is kp posatsaion &jor c o n t d  of 
thosewaster, 

19. Dikpasesmmns aasy perwm to &am 
hazardowweatfsorotbeFwwstesam 
shippead*Gaaier crd th€?disposal oE 
such'w6stes - 
20. POLilitpl ai&meulpoaic in&?mb 

ogan&t&m means atxy cawfiarion 
c o d - & s s l * w A M h  
memberSteteP hmtx bademxt competence 
in resped of matters gawmed bp this 
Conventhaand which hasbeenduly 
authoriaebin,accosdena witb Lta i ~ e r n a l  
P ~ d p r e a ~ s i g n ~ t l f g * ~ C W P r o * e .  
formally confirm or accede to itt 

rnovenatnt of hamnfow wastea or other 
wastes as specifiid ia Article 9, 

Article 3 
NationaI Deflnilions o/Hazardous Mrasfes 
'I. Each Party shalf-whin six months oE 

becoming a Party to this Convention, inform 
the Secretariat of the Convention of the 
wastes. other than those fisted in Annexes I 
and iI. considered or defined as hazardous 
under its national Iegislation and o f  any 
requrrements concerning bansboundary 
movement procedures applicable to such 
wastes. 

Secretanat of any significant changes to the 
information it has provided pursuant ta 
paragraph 1. 

Parkes of the infonnauon it has  received 
pursuant to paragraphs 1 and 2 

4. Parties shall be  respansible for making 
the informahon transrmtted. to them by the 
Secretanat under paragraph 5 available ta 
their exporters- 
Article 4 

General Obligothw 
1. fa) Partiejexercisng their Fi$t to  

prohibit the import of hazardous wastes or 
other wastes for disposal shall inform the 
other Parties of their decision pursuant to 
Artide 13. 

13. States concerned means Parties which 

16. Importer mean6 any person under the 

21. I!Je@trcrQ5tc meens any transboundary 

2 Each Party shall subsequently inform the 

3. The Secretanat shall Eotthwith inform all 
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(b] Parties shall prohibit or'shall not permit 
the export of hazardous-wastes and other 
wastes to the Parties which have prohibited 
the, import of such wastes. when notified 
pursuant td-subparagraph [a) above. ' 

{c) Parties shall p h i b i t  or shaH-not,pemit 
the export of hazardous wastes and other 
wastes if the State of import does not consent 
in writing to the specific import, in the case. . 

.where,that State ofimport hasnot prohiblted 
the import of such -waste+. 
2 Eich Party shall take..the appropriate , . 

measures to: 
(a) Ensure that:the.generation of hazardous 

wastes and other wastes within it is reduced 
to a minimum, takiw into account sdcial, ' . 
technologipl and economic aspects; 

(b) Ensure, the availability of adeq'uate 
disposal facilities, for the environmentally 
sound management of hazardous wastes and 
other wastes..that shallbe located, to.the 
extent possible, within it. whatever the place 
of their di,sposal; ' ' 

IC) Ensure that persons involved in the 
management of hazardous wastes or other 
wastes.within it take such steps a s  are 
necessary to, prevent pollution due' to 

' hazardous wastes'and other wastes arising 
from euch management a n d  if such pollution 
occurs, to minimize the consequences thereof 
for human health and the environment: . 

(d) Ensue  that the transboundary 
.'movement .of hazardous wastes and other 
wastes. is  reduced.to the minimum consistent 

' with theenvironmentally soundand efficient 
: 'management of such. wastes:and is 

conducted in a manner which will piotect 
human health and the environment against 
th9:adverse effects which may result from 
such movement 

(e) Not allow the export of hazardous 
wastes or other wastes to a State or group of 
States beloriging to an economic and/or 
political integration organization that are 
Parties, particularly developing countries, . 
which have prohibited by their legislation all 
imports, or if it has reason to believe that the. 
wastes in question'will not bemanaged in a n  
envtronmentally sound mhner. according to 
criteria to be decided on by the Parties at 
their first meeting: ' ' 

(0 Require that .information about a 
proposed. transboundary movement of 
haza'rdous wastes and other wastes be 
provided to the States concerned. according 
io  Annex V A, to state clearly the effects of 
the proposed movement on hum.an health and 
the environment; 

[g) Prevent the import of hazardous wastes 
and other wastes if it has reason to believe 
that the wastes in question will not be 
managed in an environmentally sound 
manner:. . 

(h) Cooperate in activities with other . 
Parties and interested organizations, directly 
and through the Secretariat, including the 
dissemination of information on the . . 
transboundary movement of hazardous 
wastes and other wastes. in order to improve 
the environmentally sound management of 
such wastes ahd to achieve the prevention of 
illegal traffic: 

3. The Parties consider that Illegal traffic in 
hazardous wastes oc other wastes is criminal. 

4. Eech Party shall take appropriate legal. 
administrative and other measures to 

. .  

implement and enforce the provisions of this 
Convention, including measures to prevent 
and punish conduct incontravention of the 
Convention. 

5. A Party shall not permit hazardous 
wastes or other wastes to be exported to a 
non-Party or to be imported from a non-Party. 
6. The Parties agree not to allow the export 

of hazardous wastes or other wastes for 
disposal within the area south of 80' South. 
latitude. whether or not such wastes are 
subject to transboundary movement. . 
7. Furthermore, each Party 8hak (a) 

Prohibit all persons under its national 
jurisdiction from transporting or disposing of 
hazardous wastes or other wastes unless 
such persons are authorized or allowed to 
perform such types of operations; 

(b) Require that hazardous wastes and 
other wastes that are to be the subject of a 
transboundary movement be packaged. 
labelled, and transportedin conformity with 
generally accepted and recognized 
international rules and standards in the field 
of packaging, labelling, and transport and 
that due account is taken of relevant 
internationally recognized practices: 

(c) Require that hazardous wastes and 
other wastes be accompanied by a movement 
document from the point a t  which a 
transboundary movement commences to the 
point of disposal. 

a Each Party shall require that hazardous 
wastes or other wastes. to be exoorted. are 

rights and the jurisdiction which States have 
in their exclusive economic zones and their 
continental shelves in accordance with . 

. 

international law. and the exercise by ships. 
and aircraft of all States o f  navigational 
rights and freedoms as provided for in 
international.law and as  reflected in relevant 
international instruments. 
13. Parffes shall undertake to review 

periodically the possibilities for'the reduction 
of the.amount and/or the pollution potefirial 
of hazardous wastes and other wastes which 
are exported to other States, in particular to 
developing countries. 
Article5 '. 

Designation of Competent Authorities and 
Focal Point' 
To facilitate the implementation of this 

Conventioa the.Parties shall: 
1. Designate or establish one or more 

competent authorities and one focal point. 
One competent authority shall be designated 
to receive the.notification in case of a State 
of transit. 
2. Inform the kre ta r ia t .  within three 

mm'b, 'of  the date of the entry into force of 
this Cdnvention for them. which agencies 
they have designated a s  their focal point and 
their competent authorities, 
3. Inform the Secretariat within one month 

of the date of decision, of any changes 
regarding the designation made by them .'- 

managed in an environmentally b a n d  
manner in the State of imwrt oielsdwhere. 

under paragraph 2 above. 

T&hnical guidelines for (he environmentally 
sound management of wastes subject to this 
Convention shall be decided by theparties at 
their first meeting. 

measures to e y r e  that the transboundary 
movement of hazardous wastes and other 
wastes only be allowed if: 

(a) The State of export does not have the 
technical capacity and*the necessary 
facilities, capacity or suitable disposal sites 
in order to dispose of the wastes in question 
in an environmentally sound and efficient 
.manner;or- . ' 

(b) The wastes in question are required as  
a raw material for recycling or recovery 
industrfes in the State of import or 

(c) The transboundary movement in 
question is in accordance with other criteria 
to be decided by the Parties. provided those 
criteria do not differ from the objectives of 
this Convention. 

States in which hazardous wastes and other 
wastes are generated to require'that those 
wastes are managed in an environmentally 
sound manner may not under any 
circumstances be transferred to the States of 
import-or transit. 
il. Nothing in this Convention shall 

prevent .a Party from imposing additional 
requirements that are consistent with the 
provisions of this Convention. and are in 
'accordance with the rules of international 
law, in order better to protect human health 
and the environment. 
12. Nothing in this Convention shatl'affect 

in any way the sovereignty of States over 
their territorial sea established in accordance 
with international law, and the sovereign 

9. Pariies shall take .the.approprfate 

10. The obligation under this Convention of 

6 

TmnsbourrdaryMovement between Parties 
1. The State of export shall notify. or shall 

require the generator or exporter to notify, in 
writing, through the channel of the competent 
authority of the State of export, the , 

competent authority of the States concerned 
of any proposed transboundary movement of 
hazardous wastes or other wastes. Such 
notification shall contain the declarations 
and information specified in Annex V A. ' 

written In a language acceptable to the State. 
of import. Only one nptification needs to be 
sent 10 each State concerned. 
2. The State of imp6rt shall respond to the 

notifier in writing. consenting to the 
movement with or without conditions. 
denying permission for. the movement. or . 
requesting additional information. A copy of 
the final response of the State of import shall 
be sent to the competent authorities of the. 
States concerned whlch are Parties 

3. The State of export shall not allow the. 
generator or exporter to commence the 
transboundary movement until It has 
received written confirmation that: . . ' 

(a) The notifier has recelved the written 
consent of the State of import: and 

(b) The notifier has received from the State 
of import confirmation of the existence of rt;, 
contract between the exporter and the 
disposer specifying environmentally sound 
management of the wastes in question. : 

4. Each State of transit whlch is a Party 
shall promptly acknowledge to the notifier 
receipt of the notification. I t  may 
subsequently respond to the notifier in . . 

writing. within 60 days; consenting to the 
movement with or without conditions, 

- 
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denying permission for the movement, or. 
requesling,additiOnal information. The State 
of export shall not allow the transboundary 
movement to commence until it,haq,eceived. 
the written consent of the State of transit. , 

However, if.at any time a Party decides not 
topquire prior written consent, either 
generally or under specific condiiions, for. . 
transit transboundary movements of. , , 
hazardous w.astes or, other wastes. .or ' : . 
modifies its requirements in this kespect. it ' 
shall forthwith inform the other Parties of its 
decision pursuant to Article 13:h this latter 
case. if no ie'sponse is received by the State 
of export within 80 days of the receipt of a 
given notification by the State of transit, the 
State of.expo,rt may allow the export to 
proceed through the State of !ransit:' . 

movement of wastes where the wastes are 
legally defined as or considered to. th.e< 
hazardova wastes only: . . . 

[a] By the State. of export,. the'rkquirements 
of paragraph 9 ofthis Arti,cle that apply to the 
importer or disposer and the State pf import , 
shall apply mutatis mutandis to the exporter 
and the State of export. respectively;' : ' ' , 

(b] By the State of import, ofby the States 
of import and transit which a h  Parti& 'tlie 
requirements of pafagraphs 1.3.4 and 6 of ' 
this Article that applylo'the exporter and 
State of export shall apply mutatis mutandis 
to the importer or iiisp6ser.andState of . 
import, respectively: or. 

(c) By any State of transit which fa a Party, 
the provisions of paragraph 4 shall apply to 
such State. 

6. The State of export may. subject to the 
written consent of the States concerned. 
allow the generator or the exporter to use a 
general notification where hazardous wastes 
or other wastes having the &me physical and 
chemical characteristics are shipped 
regularly to the same,.dis.mer via th,e same 
customs offick of exit of.the State 9f export 
via the same customs office ,of entry of the 
State of import, and. in the case of.transit. via 
the same customs office of entry and exit of 
the State or States of transit., 

7. The States concerned may make their 
written consent to the use of the general 
notification referred to in paragraph 6 subject 
to the supply of certain information. such as 
the exact quantities or periodicallists of ' 

hazardous wastes or other wastes to be 
shipped. 

8. The general notification and written 
consent referred to in paragraphs 6 and 7 
may cover multiple shipments of hazardous 
wastes or other wastes during a maximum 
period of 12 months. 

9. The Parties shall require that each 
person who takes charge of a'transboundary 
movement of hazardous wastes or other 
wastes sign the movement document either 
upon delivery or receipt of the wastes in 
question. They shall also require that the. 
disposer inform both the exporter and the 
competent authority of the State of export of 
receipt by the disposer of the wastes in 
question and. in due course,.of the. 
completion of disposal as  specified in the 
notification. If no such Information is 
received within the State of export.. the 
competent authority of the State of export or 
the exporter shall so notify the State.of 
Import. 

5. In the case of a transboundary .. ; 

. 

. 

10. The notification.and.response required 
by this Article shall be transmitted to.the 
competent authority.of the Parties concerned 
or to such governmental authority as may be 
appropriate in the case of non-Parties. 

Il..Any transbouhdary movement of 
hazardous wastes or other wastes shall be 
covered by insurance, bond or other .-  . 
guarantee-as may be requifed,by the State of 
import or any.State of transit which is a 
Party. 
Article 7 

Transboundary Movement from a Party 
through States which am not Parties 

'Paregraph 2 ofArtide6 of the Qnyention 
shall apply mutatis mutandis to 
transboundary movement of hazardpus, 
wastbs'or other wastes from a party th'pugh 
a State or Stateswhich are not Parties: 

Duty &, Re+nport . .  
When a bansboundary movement of 

hazardous w.astes or. other wastes to which 
the consent of the States concerned has .been 
given; subject. to the pmvisions,'of ,&is .. 
Convention. cannot be .completed in ' , .. 
accordance with the terms of theantract ,  
the-State. of.export shall ensure.that.the 
wastes,in question axy taken back into the - 
State of export. by the exporter, if alternative 
arrangements cannot be made for their 
disposal in an environmentally sound 
manner, within 90 days from the'time that the 
importing State Informed the State of expori 
and the Secretariat, or such other period of 
time as  the States concerned agree. To this 
end, the State of export and any Party of 
transit shall not oppose, hinder or prevent the 
return of those wastes'to the State of,export. 
&de B . .  

Article.8 . 

. .  . 

illegal Tra ffic 
1. For the purpose of this Convention, any 

transboundary movement of hazardous 
wastes or other wastes: 

[a] Without notification pursuant to the 
provisions of this Convention to all States 
concerned; or 

(b] Withouf the consent pursuant to the 
provisions of this Convention of a State 
concerned or 

(c) With consent obtained from States 
concerned through falsification. 
misrepresentation or fraud; or 

[d) that does not conform in a material way 
with the documents; or 

(e) that results in deliberate disposal (e.g. 
dumping] of hazardous wastes or other 
wastes in contravention of this Convention 
and of general principles of international law. 
shall be deemed to be illegal traffic. 
2 In case of a transboundary movement of 

hazardous wastes or other wastes deemed to 
be illegal traffic as the result of conduct on 
the part of the exporter or generator, the 
State of export shall ensure that the wastes in 
question are: 

(a) taken back by the exporter or the 
generator or. if necessary. by itself into the 
State of export, or, If  impracticable. 

(blare otherwise disposed of in 
accordance with the provislons of this 
Convention. 

withiri 30 days from the time the State of. 
export has been informed about the4legal . 
traffic'or such other period of time a s  States 
conce.ped may agree. To this end the Parties 
concerned shall not oppose. hinder or prevent 
the return oT,those wastes to the State.of' 
export. ' 

: 3. In the case of a transboundary 
move,ment.of hazardous wastes or other 
wastes deemed to be illegal traffic a s  the 
result of conduct on the part of the importer 
or disposer, the State of import shall ensure 
that *e wastes in question are disposed of in 
a n  environmentally sound manner by the 
importer or.disposer or. if necessary. by itself 
within 90 days from the time the illegal traffic 
has, come to the attention of the State of 
import or such other period of time a.s the  _' 

States concerned may agree. To this end,'the 
parties conkrned shaU cooperate. as  . ' 

~ect~&:ry.  in the disposal of the wastes tn an 
environuientally so.und manner. 

4. In case.where the responsibility for the 
illegal tpffic cannot ,h assigned either to the 
expbrter or generator or to the importer or 
disposer, the Parties imncerned or other 
parties, as' appmpriate; shall ensrire;thrbugh' 
co-operation,'$at the waste? in question a?'. 
disposed of.as won as possible in 'an . 
environrhentallysound manner either in the 
State of export or the'State of imwrt or, 
elsewhere as appropriatei 

5. Each Party shall introduce appropriate 
national/domestic legislation .to prevent and 
punish illegal traffic The parties shall co- 
operate with a view to achieving the objects 
of this Article. 
Article 10 
International Co-opemtion 

other in order to improve and achieve 
environmentally sound management of 
hazardous wastes and other wastes. 

:2. To this end. the Parties shalh. 
(a).Upon request, make available . . . 

information, whether on a bilateral, or. 
multilateral .basis. with a view to promoting 
the enviropmentally sound management.of 
hazardous wastes and other wastes. , :. . . 

including harmonization of technical : 
standards and practices for the adequate 
management of hazardous wastes and other 
wastes: 

(b] Co-operate in monitoring the effects of 
the management of hazardous wastes on 
human health and the environment; 

(c) Co-operate, subject to their national 
laws. regulationa and policies, in the 
development and tmplementation of new 
environmentally sound low-waste .. ~ . , ., 
tekhnoIogies and the improvement of existing 
technologies with a view to eliminating, as  , 
far as practicable, the generation of , 

ha,zardous wastes and other wastes and 
achieving more effective and efficient 
methods of ensuring their management in an 
environmentally sound manner. including the. 
study of the economic, social and 
environmental effects of the adoption of such 
new or improved techiologies; . 

(d) Co;operate activeiy. subject to their 
national laws, regulations and policies, in the: 
transfer of technology and management 
systems related to the environmentally sound 

' 

1. The Parties shall co-aperate with each 
9 



manMement of hazardous wastes snd other 
wastes. They shalt also co-aperate in 
devetoping the technical capacity among 
Parties, +a& those which may need and 
reqaest tedurhcat assistance in this field: 

(e) eoOperate in devetoping appropriate 
technical' guidefines andfor codes of practice. 
3. The Parties shalCePnplog-appropriate 

means to cooperate hr d e r  to assist 
develophgcaunfrtes h &e impternentation of 
subparagraphs tt. b. G and d of padgraph 2 of 
Art* 4. 

4. Taking into scCotm( the needs of 
dwetopkrg cwn?rh, co-opereti& between 
Parties a d  the competent intermtiohat 
ogeniza low is i3~0~mged t~ promote. infer 
U& ~ & ~ C W ~ I W S S .  the de~ebpment of 
sound management o f k a r d o u e  wsstes and 
other wastes and (be Bdoption of new tow- 

- 

waste lechadog*ea .. *. . . 

A r t i c l e l l '  . 

Biil~*t,M*It~~C~~~~~idnpl. . .. . _  ~ ' .  
4-.. 

I. N+iwitbti';idht;;theG'the pmi*ishA of, ' 

' '  

Artide 4 par%aph 5. Parties may enter into' 
bilaterafc muitifetefilt or re@qnel agreemenfs 
or  errangements,~arding.transboundary.. 
movement bf h a a d o u s  .wastes:or other 
wastes with Partha or-Ron-Pa~ieb pmcided 
that such mgreements or  arrangements do'not 

. . derogate from the e'mrironmenlally sound. . 
management of iaazadous u*.+tes and other 
wastea,m requwby this $hom!eotioq.'z2iF 
agreements &mengemenis shati stipulate 
'provisions whkh are not hesii 4. ' . -. ' 

ntcitk sound than those provicted enwronme 
for by this Convention in particular taking 
into account the, interesteof developiq . . 

countries. . . . . :  : 

2. Parties shali notifythe &ckteriet &m. 
bilalersl mu+ileterd-otregiOnal agreements 
or mangemem@ re+d ke C paragraph 1 
and thow.w&h &e$ kave e a t 4  into priw 
to She entry i s h  force OC tbidCmve'nntiom'br 
them, for the purpse of contmitimg 
transboundary movements of baza&x~s. ', 
wastes and k waatea whies +e ptaace 
entirely wnmg thk Parties to w h -  
agree-nta The p m v i s i ~ ~ ~ s  of this. 
Convention sttall not tramtmunci& 
movements w w  take p&ce ptuguank to 

, such agreements p r o M { h a t ' s u c h  . 
agreements ape comp@ible with the- 
.environmentally sound management of 
hazardous waslea end other wastes as  
required by this Coavention. 
Article lZ 

. . .  

. .  
. . .  . .  

, . . .  

. .  

. . . :I 

ConsCfftaDbrw m L&hi&y 

setting out appmpriatemb alni~pprocedures 

The Wrties s k e l  cu-opentte with a view to 
adopting. 8s sooff as practicable. a protocol 

in the field ofhbititpand cmpensatiqn fur  
damage r e s u h m g f m  the transboundary 
movement anb-dispmal oi.hwar&us wrrs!es 
and other wa3tes. 

A&de13 . , 

Trunsniission of frrfimation 
1. Thc Parties &iL whenever i t  comes Lo 

their knowledge-ensuae that in the case eE. 
an accident Occtrshg dwing the 
transboundary muement, of hazagdous 
r v a ~ e s  OF otter wastes or tticir disposal. ' 

which are- likely to present.risks to hwnen 
health and the envimnment in other States. 
those states are immediately informed 

2. The Parties shall idorm each other. 
through theSeuetariat. of: 

(a) Changes regarding h e  Besination of 
cornpehnt authorities and/or focel points. 
pursuaat to Article 5: 

(b) Changes in their national &firnition of 
hazardous wastes. pursuant to Article 3; 
and. as soon as  possibie, 

(c) Decisions made by them not to consent 
totally or partially to the import of hazardous 
wastes or other wastes for disposal within 
the area under heir national judodiction: 

{d) Decisions taken by them to limit or ban 
the export of hazardous wastes or other 
wastes; 

(e] Any orher informatfon required 
pursuant to paragraph 4 of thk Article. - - 
3. The Parties. consistent with national 

laws and regulations. shall transmit. throtuzh 

transboundary moveme~t oi trazardous . 
w a s h g r o t h e r  waskea.and.theresponse te. 
it %.sent to CkeSeuetariat when a hrty 
considen, thst its emrimupent may be . , 
dfeptwi by that baaboundajrnovemertt 
.has reqeted ihat &is shou!d be done. . 

. 

Arfid614 . ,  . .  . 
pinancia14s@& ; ; . 1 .' . .  

i.',ne'P*riiks 'wee rbirt Sccording to 
specific needs of different regions and 
subregiodr regional or Sub-cegionai centres 
for training apd tecbncdogy t r a d e &  
regardiqg Lke. maaagement of hazardous 
wastes a d  other wastes and !he . 
minirnizathn ot their generetion sboutd be 
establishe&'Ihe Parties shaU.decide on the 
establishment of appnopdete funding 
r n e c h a n ~ d a ~ t a r y ~ ~ .  . 

2. The Parties aha! consider the 
establishment of a yvdving hind to assist on 

the Secretaga!. to the Conference of the 
" 

Parties established under Articte 15. before 
the end of each dendaryeace report on the 
previous M a r  year. containing the 
following mformation: 

(a) Competeat authorities and foart points 
that have been designated by them pursuant 
to Aaide 5: 

a n  in- basiain &sed emergency 
Si tua t ions  to mi*h demage from a-ls 

hazerdoua w a s t e s  and orbw *astes or dttring 
the disposst of those wastes. 
Articb 
C o n b n a ,  of the Parties 

movements of 

(b1 l d m a h  re~ardirrs ' ., d e &  the p a w  is k w h  
movemento of hazardous wastes or other . esta,,liw,- br the . , , . 
w a s t n - m  whkh they haw inud*ed. Conference of.~e.paartieo be cenvened 
including; by the execUtive Director d ' U W  not tater 

' (i) The arnomt of hazardous w a d e s  and: oae year atrcr ~ into force h,s 

Conveittion. Thereafter. ordinary meetings of olherwastesexported,th;eii.categoiy . 

count* and dispaDat method as regular intervak io & deknnmed by the 
ysponse b notirition: 

&er wastes imparted. thek Ca(eg0ry. 2 Drtraordinaty meetings of the 
chera&stics, ad d b w  mdd , G n f e d  of the wrtles shall be held at 

[iii) Uisposals which did not proceedas , , such other limesas magbe deemed 
intended: necesav  b;y $be Confennca or a$ the. 

aGunt.of hazardous wastes or other wastea . OiX -thS ol'the'quest 
subject to tranSboundary movement 
: (c) Information on the measures adopted by 

,them ia implementation of this W v e n l i o n  
(d) Infomation on availaHe qualified 

statistics which have been compiled by them , consensw, agree 
on the:&ects on human health and the 
environment of h e  generati- transportation 
and disposal of hazardous wastes or other 
wastes; . participation of the Padies under chis 

multilateral and ~ e g i m a l  agreements and 
arrangements enteexi into pumant  to,Wicte 
11 of this Convention: 

[ 0 Infornution an accidents occurring 
dueng t b  t r a w & v  movement 
disposal of hazardous wastes and other 
w&s end on the m e w ~ s  undertaken to 
deal "ith them 

&) hfomration OR disposal options .' 
operated within the area of their national 
jurisdictionr 

(h) lnfomaakion oa measure% undertaken fw 
development 6f techndoghfor the reduction 
and/or elimination of production of 
hazardous w&es and other wasles; and 

ti) Su& &her matters as the  C0nfe.rence.d 
the Parties ab.H deem relevant. 

4. The Parties. consistent with m!ion+ 
laws Elnd regdatiw.~, shall ensure fbakcopitts 
of e ~ c h  no:ifict+:ion - concerning any given 

c k a r c l c ( e r i s ' ~ d e s t h a t i ~ . ~  . . ' the conf- o f h  p a d m  strail be held a( 
OD 

, [iij & . a m  of && sr$i .  it^ fiml 

(iv) EFfofis (0 achieve a.reductbn of &e written q m d  d a n y  &fly* provided *at. 

communrcated (0 them by the Secteteriat, i t  
is sapwed 
.Parties-' 

3. The Conference of the Partiea shatl by 
and 

procedure for itself and For any mbsidiary 
body may ~t&ish as Weir as  financial 
d e s  10 ddemhte 

at Ieast ORe third Of the 

of 

par thfkr  the financial 

(e) Information concern* biIateraI. . Convention. 
4. The Fades at their first meeting shat! 

consider E ~ Y  addittonat ~ ~ ~ a s u m s  needed 10 
assisl'them in fulfilling their responsibitities 
with respect to the protection and the 
preSeWatiOn Of the marine enviiroment in 
the context of this Convention 

5. The Conference of the Parties shan keep 
irnder cm'tinuous review and evaluation the 
effective implementation of this Canven!ion. 
and. in addition. shalI: 

appropriate poh&s, strategies and measui& 
for minimizing harm to human health and the 
environment by hazardouo waates and other 
wastes: 

[b} Consider 8 4 e d o p L  a s  required 
mnendmentab thia Convention snd its 
aneexea. taking into consideration, inter alffi. 
available scientific. kchnical. economic and 
c7is-ironrnental infornation: 

(a) homote tbe harmonization of 
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(c) Consider and undertake any additional 
action that may be required for the 
achievement of the purposes of this 
Convention in the light of experience gained 
in its operation and in the operation of the 
agreements and arrangements envisaged in 
Article 11: 

(d) Consider and adopt protocols,as 
required and 

(e) Establish such subsidiary bodies as  are 
deemed necessary for the implementation of 
this Convention. 
8. The United Nations, its specialized . 

agencies. as  well as  any State not party to 
this Convention, may be represented a s  
observers at meetings of the Conference of 
the Parties. Any other body or agency. 
whether national or.internationa1. 
govemmental or non-governmental. qualified 
in fields relating to hazardous wastes or other 
wastes which has informed the Secretariat of 
its wish to be represented as  an observer at a 
meeting of the-Conference of the Parties, may 
be admitted unless at least one third of the 
Parties present object. The admission and 
participation of observers shall be subject to 
the rules of procedure adopted by the 
Conference of the Parties. 
' 7. The Gonference of the Parties shall . ,  

undertake three years after the entry into 
force of this Convention, and at least every 
six years thereafter. an evaluation of its 
effectiveness and, if deemed necessary. to 
consider the adoption of a complete or partial, 
ban of transboundary movements of 
hazardous wastes and other wastes in light of 
the latest scientific. environmental. technical 
and economic information. 
Article 16 
Secretariat 

. 

' 

I. The functions of.the Secretar'iat shall be: 
(a) To arrange for and service meetings 

provided for in Articles 15 and 17: 
[b) To prepare and transmit reports based 

upon information received in accordance 
with Articles 3,4,8.11 and 13 as  well as  upon 
'information derived from meetings of 
subsidiary bodies established under Article 
15 as well as  upon. as  appropriate, 
information provided by relevant 
intergovernmental and non-governmental 
entities; 

(c) TO prepare reports on'its activities 
carried out in implementation of its functions 
under this Convention and present them to 
the Conference of the Parties:. 

(d) To ensure the necessary coordination 
with relevant international bodies, and in 
particular to enter into sue$ administrative 
and contractual arrangements asmay be , ' 

required for the effective discharge of its . 
functiom: 

(e) To communicate with focal points and 
competent authorities established by the 
Parties in accordance with Article 5 of this 
Convention: 

( f J  To compile information concerning 
authorized national sites and facilities of 
Parties available for the disposal of their 
hazardous wastes .and other wastes and to 
circulate this information among Parties: 

and to Parties on: 
--sources of technical assistance and 

(g) To receive and convey information from 

training: 

-available technical and scientific know- 

-sources of advice and expertise:'and 

with a view to assisting them, upon request. 
in such areas as: 
-the handling of the notification system of 

this Convention; 
-the management of hazardous wastes and 

other wastes: 
-environmentally sound technologies 

relating to hazardous, wastes and other 
wastes, such as  low- and non-waste , . 
technology: 

-the assessment of disposal capabilities and 
sites: 

-the monitoring of hazardous wastes and 
other wastes: and ' 

-emergency responses: 
(h) To provide Parties, upon request, with 

information on consultants or consulting 
firms having the necessary technical 
competence in the field, which can assist 
them to examine a notification for a .  , 
transboundary movement, the concurrence of 
a shipment of hazardouswastes or other 
wastes with the relevant notification, and/or 
the fact that the proposed disposal facilities. 
for hazardous wastes or other wastes are: 
environmentally sound, when they have '. 

reason to believe that the wastes in question 
will not be managed in an environmentally 
sound manner. Any such examination would 
not be at the expense of the Secretariat; . 
: ( i )  To assist Parties upon request in their 

identification of cases of illegal traffic and to 
circulate immediately to the Parties 
concerned any information it has reqived 
regarding illegal traffic: 

(j) To co-operate with Parties and with 
relevant and competent international 
organizations and agencies in the provision 
of experts and equipment for the purpose of 
rapid assistance to States in the event of an. 
emergency situation: and 

relevant to the purposes of this Convention 
as  may be determined by the Conference of 
the Parties. ' 

out on an interim basis by U N W  until the 
completion of the fint meeting of the 
Conference of the Parties held pursuant to 
Article 15. 

Parties shall designate the Secretariat from 
among those existing competent 
intergovernmental organizations which have 
signified their willingness to carry out the 
secretariat functions under this Convention. 
At this meeting. the Conference of the Parties 
shall also evaluate the implementation by the 
interim Secretariat of the functions assigned 
to it. in particular under paragraph 1 above, 
and decide upon the structures appropriate 
for those functions. 
Article 17 
Amendment of the Convention 

I. Any Party may propose amendments to 
this Convention and any'Party to a protocol 
may propose amendments to that protocoI. 
Such amendments shall take due account. 
inter alia. of relevant scientificgnd technical 
considerations. 

how: 

-availability of resources . .  

(k) To perform such other functions 

2. The secretariat functions.wil1 be carried 

3. At its first meeting. the Conference of the 

2. Amendments to this Convention shall be 
adopted at a meeting of the Conference of the 
Parties. Amendments to any protocol shall be 
adopted kt a meeting of the Parties to the , , 

protocol in question. The text of any 
proposed amendment to this Convention or to ' 
any protocol, except as  may otherwise be , 

provided in such protocol. shall be 
communicated to the Parties by the 
Secretariat a t  least six months before the 
meeting at which it is proposed for adoption., 
The Secretariat shall also communicate 
proposed amendments to the Sigriatories to 
thisconvention for information: 

3.The Parties shall make every effort to 
reach agreement on any proposed 
amendment to this Convention by consensus. 
If b1l efforts at consensus have been 
eshausted. and no agreement reached. the 
amendment shall as  a last resort be adopted 
by a three-fourths majority vote of the Parties 
present and voting at the meeting, and shall 
be submitted by the Depository to all Parties 
for ratification, approval. formal confirmation 
or acceptance. 

4. The procedure mentioned in paragraph 3 
above shall apply to amendments to any. 
protocol, except that a two-thirds majority of 
the Parties to that protocol present and voting 
at  the meeting shall suffice for their adoption. 

5. Instruments of ratification, approval, 
formal confirmation or acceptance of 
amendments shall be deposited with the 
Depository. Amendments adopted in 
accordance with paragraphs 3 or 4 above 
shall enter into force between Parties having 
accepted them on the ninetieth day after the 
receipt by the Depository of the@ instrument, 
of ratificatiod. approval. formal confirmation 
or acceptance by at least three-fourths of the 
Parties who accepted the amendments to the 
protocol concerned. except as  may otherwise 
be provided in'such protocol. The 
,amendments~shall enter Ln(o f o r a  for any 
other Party on the nine6eth day after that , 

Party deposits i ts  instrument of ratification. 
approval. formal confirmation or acceptance 
of the amendments. 

8. For the purpose of this Article. Parties 
pksent and voting means Parties present and 
casting an affirmative or negative vote. 
Article 18 

Adoption and Amendment of Annexes 

protocol shall form an integral part of this 
Convention or of such protocol, as the case 
may be and. unless expressly provided 
otherwise, a reference to this Convention or 
its protocols constitutes at the same time a 
reference to any annexes thereto. Such 
annexes shall be restricted to scientific, 
technical and administrative matters. 

2. Except as  may be otherwise provided in 
any protocol with respect to its annexes. the 
following procedure shall apply to the 
proposal, adoption and entry into force of 
additional annexes to this Convention or of 
annexes to a protocol: 

(a) Annexes to this Convention and its 
prbtocols shall be proposed and adopted 
according to the procedure laid down in 
Article 17. paragraphs 2.3 and 4: 

additional annex to th is  Convention or an 

' 

1. The annexes of this Convention or to any 

[b) Any Party that is unable to accept an 
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a& (0 any protocol to which it is party 
s h d  so notify the Depository. in writin& 
within six months from' &a date.of the .' . . . 
communicath of the adoption by the . . 
Depository. The Depositq Bhan without 
delay notify all Parties ,of any such ' . 
notification received-A Party m y  at any 
time subsiitute an acceptance for a previous 
declaration of objection and the annexes 
shall-thereupon enter intoforce'for that Party: 

(c] On the expiry of six montfis frqm the 
'date of the Eircuhtiosof-the communication 
by the Ueposltory. the annex shall become 
effective for elf Partfeo to &is Convention or 
to any protoco& concerned. which have not 
submitted a notlfication in accordance with 
!he'provisFdn of subparagraph [b] above. 

3. The pmposa!. adoption and entry mto 
force of amendments to annexes to this' 
Convention or to any protocol shall be 
suhject to the same procedure as  for the. 
propoeal. adoption and entry into force of 
annexes to 1he.Convention or annexes to a 
profocol. Annexes and amendments thereto 
shalt take due account. inter alia. of relevant 
scientific and techliical considerations. 

4. lfan eddiftonal'annex or an srnendment 
io an a-x involves.an amendment to this 
Convention.or to, any protocol, the additionai 
annex or amended annex shatl not enter into 
force untit ou&.time.as the am.epdment tu 
this Conventton orto the protocol.enters into 
force. 
Article fs  

Verifirotion 
Any Party At& has reason to, believe that 

another Party is tlktingor has acted in breach 
of if? obhifioao &r this Conuedtion niay 
infarm the SeaetCNiat thereof. afid'in Such a n  
ev&t&. BhaU eimultaneously and immediately 
inform. di&ly or (hrou$i .the Secretariai the 
Party a g a i d  h the alkgationsare made, 
An Fdevant informalon should be submitted 
by the Secretariat ta the parties: 
Artide 20 
Settktent t$rtisputes 

1. !n case of a dispute between Parties as 
to the Interpretation or application of. or , 

compliance with. this Convention or any 
protocol thmto. they shatt seek a settlemehi 
of the dispute though negdiation or any 
other peaceful means of their owa choice. 
2 ff the W r i b  m c e r n c d  enno! settle 

their dispute though means mentioned ir. th& 
precedingpaqmph. the dispute. if the 
parties k the dispute agree. shdi be I . 
submitted to the LntmatignaI Court of justice 
or to artritrarion under the conditione sei out 
ip AnoexVI q ArbitmkioL !+owever. failure 
to reach wmmm agreemen1 OR submi&.of 
the dispute to the htemaiionai Court of 
lastice or* a&ration shalt not sbsokve the 
PaHtes from the reaponsibitity oFcontinuing 
to seek to mofve it by the m a n s  referred tu 
in paragraph 1. 

3. When ratifying. accepiing..approving. 
formally d n n i n g  or acceding)o this 
Conventiou. or at acy time thefecther. a State 
or pobikst andfor economic inkgrstion 
oqunizafion may &dare {hit+ it  mwgnizetc 
NS conrpdsoq ipsofacfe and without special 
;cjireement. in d a t i o n  to any Party iccepting 
?!le same obligation: 

. 

(a) eubmission of the dispute to the. 

(bf arbitratbn irraccordance with tks 
I . 

Such M a r a t i o n  shall be notified in . 

International Court of Justice: and/or 

procedures set out in Annex VI. 

writing to the Secretarfat which ehall 
communicate it to the Parties. 

- 

Article a 
Signatuw .. 

This Convention shall be open for signature 
by States  by Namibia, represented by the 

' 

United Nations Council for. Namibia. and by 
poiitical and/or economic integration 
oqanizations in Baset on 22 March 1989. at 
the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs of 
Switzerland in Berne from 23 March 1989 to 
30 June 1989. and an United Nations 
Headquarters in New York from 1 jub 1989 to 
22 March 1 W .  .. . '. 
hrticie 22 

Ratifioation. Acmptance. Forma! 
Confirmation or Approval 
1. This Conventioa shall be subject to 

ratification. accepfaace or approval by States 
and by ffamibicriquwm$ed by the United 
NationoCortncil for Namibia. and b f o w t  
confirmation or approval. by political and/or 
economic integration organizetlo~ . . 

lnstirirnents of ratification. acceptance. 
formal confirmation. DC approval shall be 
deposited with (he Depositary. 

2. Any organization referred to in 
p-ph 1 above which becomes a Party to 
this Convention without any of its membec 
Stat& being a Party sballbe bound by dl the 
obligations under the Convention. fn the case 
of. such wgmiza ti- one or more of, whose' 
member States is a Party b the Convention. 
the organization and its member States shall 
decide,on their respective responsibilities for 
the.perfornMnce of their obligations under the 
Convention. In such cases. the organization 
and the member Stat& shall not be entitled 
to exercise rights under the Convention 
concurrentiy. 

3.. In their instruments of format . 
c o n f m t i o n  or approvaL the organizations 
referred b in paragraph 1 above shall declare 
the exkent of their competence with respect to 
the matters govemed by the Convention. 
These organizations shan also inform the 
Depositaq, who will inform the Parties of 
any substantid modification in the extent of 
their competence. 
Artide 23 

Accession 

accession by Stat- by Namibia kpresentd 
by the United P;stions Council for Namibia. 
and by political endfar economic integration 
organizaliono frwn the day after the date on 
which the Convention is closed for signattire. 
The instruments of accession shall be 
deposited with the Depositary. 

organizations referred to in paragraph f 
above shall declare the extent of their 
competence with respect to the matters 
govemed by the Convention. These 
organizations shall also inform the 
Depositary of any substantial modification in 
the exlent of their comipetencc. 

. 

t. This Convention shali be open for 

2. In their instrumeats of accession. the 

3.'Tke pruviafons+&tide~ pe-ph?,. . 
shall apply to polftical and/or economic . . 
~ ~ ~ 6 ~ 0 R , ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ & C h  accede to .. .. . 
th isConymtiw. .  , . .  

M&24 

Right 'to 'Vote 
1. Except as pmvidedforin paragraph 2 

below. e& Conhdng Purty b this 
Conventh  ehaH have one vote. : 

2. Political and/or economic integration 
organizations, in metten &n their . ' . 
competence. in gcEordallce wilh M i d e  zz . 
paragraph 3. and ArtMe 33 pa-* 2, 
shall exercise (heir right to vott with a 
number of votes equd to the mrnk o f W r  
member State9 which are Purtles to the 
Convention ot the relevant protood Such . 
organizations shall notsxerdee their nght td 
vote in their member States exerdse theirs. 
and vice versa. ' 

. 

- -  

. 

Articte25, 
E n f t y  into Force 

I. This Conventiw shall enter int0.f- 
the ninetieth day after tbe date of deposit of 
the twentieth instnuaeal of +fiitl,qn. 
acdptance, formal confirmatba apprwal or 
accession. 

- 2. For each '&e oc politicel and/or 
economic htegration organizarion which 
ratifies. a c ~ - s p p m v e e  or formally 
confirms this Conveniion-or Bccedes thereto . 
after thedate ofthedepositofjtre twentieth 
instrum,ent of ratification. ~cceptance. . 
approval. formal COnfCmetion (K accession. i t  
shall enter into force on the ninetieth day 
after the date.of deposit by sych State or 
political and/or economic integration 
organizatioa of its instrument of retificatbioa 
acceptance. approval lama1 confinnation or 
accession. 

%For the purpose% of pamgmpb 1 and 2 
above. any instrument deposited by a 
politicat and/or economk integration 
organization &a11 njt be counted as 
additionat to tkoee depooited by member 
States of such orgadzatbn. 
Artick.25 

Resen ,utfons and Declamtions 
1:No resirvation or exception may be 

made la thio Convehtion 
2: Paragraph Zof this Art& does not 

preclude .s State oc political and/or ecmomic 
integration organizations, when signing. 
ratifying. accepting. approving. fonnally 

from m a k i q  declacatione or stateme- 
however phrased or named, with 8 view. 
interu?iu. to the hannonization of its laws 
and regulations wfth the provisions of this 
Convetiiibn. prodded t h t  euch declarations 
or statements do not purport to exclude or to 
modify the legai effects of-the provisions of 
the Convention in their application to that 
State. 

Article 27 

Ir'irM'Vcvnf 
1: At any time after threeyears from the 

date on which this Conwntion has entered 
into fuwe for a Party. that Part? me> 

- 

. 

conhmingbr aex4ing.w this CoaveAlion . . .  - 

. .  _ .  - 

I 
.--I 



I .  

1 

.t 

i 
i 

withdraw from the Conventioa by @vi% 
written adtfication to the Depositary. 

2. Withdrawal dm11 be effective ow year 
from receipt of notification by the Depositary. 
or on such taler date a s  may be specified in 
the notification 
ArtiJeal 

~ P o s i t w v  
The Secretary-Cenerafef the United 

Nations shalt be the Dep0oitm-y of this 
Convention and of any protocol themto. 
Article 29 

Authentic Texts 
The odgind Arabic Chinese. Engtish. 

French. Russian and Spanish texts of chis 
Convention are equally authentic. 

In Witgxs whereof the undersigned being 
duty authorized io (haf effect. have signed 
this Conventknr 

Done at 
day of 
Annex r 

WostaStnmms 
Y1 Cllnical wastes from medical care in 

kosprtak dkakemters and dink8 
YZ Wastee from the ptoductioa and 

preparation of pharmaceutical prOaucts 
Y3 Waste pharmaceuticals. drugs and 

medicines 
Ya Wastes from the production formulation 

and use of biocides end 
phytophannaceuticals 

formula tion and use of wood preserving 
chemicats 

Y6 Wastes from the productron. formdation 
and use of organic solvents 

Y7 Wastes from beat treatment and 
tempering operatfons containing cyanides 

Y8 Waste mineral oils unfit for their 
originaily intended use 

Y9 Waste oiislwater. hydrocarbonsfwater 
mixtures, endsions 

Yu) Waste substance5 end artides 
containing or contaminated with 
polychtonnated biphenyts (PCBs) andfw 
polychlorinated terphenyls (PCTe) andlor 
polybrominated biphenyts (PBBS) 

YII Waste tany residues arising from 
refining. distillation end any pyrdytic 
treatment. 

Y12 Wastes from production. ionnulation 
and use of inks, dyes. pigments. paints. 
lacquers, varnish 

Y13 Wastes from pduct lon.  fonnultltmn 
and use of resins. letex, plasticizers. glues/ 
adhesives 

from research and development or teaching 
activities which am nd identified and/or 
cew and w b e  effects on In8n andfor the 
envimnrnent 8pB not known 

- on the --- 

categorieo of waatea io be conmiieb' 

8 

Ys Wastes kom the manufacture. 

Y14 WMte chemical eubstances-arising 

. 

VIS Wastes of M expldve nature no( 
subject to other legidatton 

Y16 Wastes from production.-&mubtion 
and use of photographic chemicals-and 
processing materials 

Ylf Wastes resulting from surface 
treatment of& and plastics 

Y18 Residues arising hwn lndystrbl waste 
disposaloperatiom , 

Gbmtes~irigosCmstihrenLs . 
Yl9 hieralmrbonyis 
YZO kyliiaun: beryllium c6mpowds' 
Yn Hexavalent chromium compounds 
y= copper- 
ui3 Zincannpound. 
Y24 Arsenic .mnbccompoun& 
YZS Selenium: sdenium compounds 
Yi% Cadmium: cadmium compounds 
Yn Antimony; antimony compounds 
Y28 Tellurium; tellurium campounda 
Ym Mercury; mercury compounds 
Y30 Thalliwx thaliium compounds 
m Lea&(eedannpounds 
Y32 tnwganic fluorine compounds 

excluding calclum nuorlde 
Y S  Inogeniccyanidea - 
Y34 Acidic sohtions or acidi &I sotid-fm 
YS Basic &tlons or bases in solid form 
Y36 Asbestos (dust and fibres) 
m ~anicphosphonnrscompounds 
Y38 OganiccyenMes 
Y39 Phenofs; phenol compounds including 

Y40 Ethers 
Y41 Halsgenated organic solve& 
Y42 Organic solvents excluding 

halogenated eolvento 
Y e  Any congenor of polychlorinated 

dibenzo-furan 
YM Any congenor of polydhrinated 

dibenzo-p-dioxia 
Y45 Organohalogen compounds other than 

6UbtmWX2S referred to b this Annex [e.g., 

? -  

chlomphenob . 

Y39. Y41, y42 Y43. Y4-l). 

Annex U 
Categories of Wastes Requiring Spedial 
Consideration 
Y* Wastes cdlected from housefrdds 
Y47 Residues arising from the incineration 

of howehdd wastes 

Annex 111 
Wst of Haqerdous Characteristics 

An explosive. substance or 
w a e  t. e milri diqrdb ~ u b -  

or,ruaote (or mixture 
ol sPbetances or wastes) 
which i. in itself capable by 
chemical reaction of produc- 
iag gaa a t  ouch a temperature 
and presrora and at such a 
speed as  to cause  damage to 

- 

eame -ani* as "inflamma- 
ble". Pzammabte liquids are 
fiqtnida or mbrturee of liquldg 
or liqoidr. containing d i d s  in 
d u t h  or auqkmion (for 
exam& pants.. yarnlsheit, 
lacqwk etc. but not indud- 
ing mbstaacar, or wastes oth- 
erwise b i f i d  on account 
of tfrek w r o u s  character- 
& t h ]  rvirIch give off a nam- 
amble wapx a t  temperatures 
OE aot mora than 80b'C 
d- teat. or not more 
than 6&8% open-cup test. 
(sioca the reouks of opencup 
tests aad of cloeed-cup tests 
ere mot rtrid)y comparable 
a d  mea individual resutts 
by the oame test ah often 
yariabk. regulations varying 
from tbs above figures to 

femnoes W be within the 

' 

~b aibwao~e Fw 8 4 1  dlf- 

thaa thaw dassed as explo- 
s i v e ~  rhdch wder condittons 
e n a m n a  ia transport are 
ready cwcbustible. or may 
CM. 01 amtribute to fire 

to qDo&mum ambustlw 
Q wastes whlch are 

l i d o  to rpartaneous beatmg 
rmdrn conditions en- 
comsemd io transport or to 
hat!* 011 contact with 
,ai.. aad bdrq( then liable to 

& ~ad.d dtb  r a t e r  emit Earn- 

/3 
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UN 
class I 

5.1 

5 2  

&l 

8.2 

8 

9 

9 

Q 

9 

Code characteristics 

Substances or wastes which, by 
interaction with water. are 
liable:. to become spontane- 
ously flammable or to give off 
flammable gases in dangerous 
quantities. 

Substances or wastes which, 
while in themselves not nec- 
essarily combustible, may, 
generally by yielding oxygen 
cause, or contribute to, the 

. combustion of other materi- 
als. 

Organic substances or wastes 
which contain the bivalent-@ 
0-itructure are thermally un- 
stable substances which may 
undergo" exothermic self-ac- 
celerating decomposition. 

Substances or wades liable 
either to cause death or seri- 

.ous injury or tq harm human 
. health if swallowed or in- 

haled or by skin contact. 

Substances or wastes contain- 
ing viable micm organisms or 
their toxins which are known 
or suspected to cause disease 
in animals or humans. 

Substances or wastes which, by 
chemical action. will ' cause 
severe damage when in con- 
tact ,with living tissue, or. in 
the case of leakage, will ma- 
terially damage, or even de- 
stroy, other goods or the 
means of transpork they may 
also cause other hazards. 

H I 0  Liberation of toxic gases in 

Substances or wastes which. by 
interaction with air or water. 
are liable to give off toxic 
gases in dangerous quantities. 

Substances or wastes which, if 
they are inhaled or ingested 
or if they penetrate the skin, 
may involve. delayed or 
chronic effects, including car- 
cinogenici ty. 

H5.1 Oxidizing . . 

H5.2 Organic Peroxides 

K6.1 Poisonous (Acute) ' 

H6.2 Infectious substances 

H8 Corrosives ' . 

contact with air or water 

HI1  . Toxic (Delayed or chronic) 

H12 Ecotoxic 
Substances or wastes which if 

released present or may 
present immediate or delayed 
adverse impacts to the envi- 
ronment by means of bioac- 
cumulation and/or toxic ef- 
fects upon biotic systems. 

H13 Capable, by any means, after 
disposal, of yielding another ma- 
terial. e.g.. leakage, which pos- 
sesses any of the characteristics 
listed above. 

I Corresponds 
system included 

to 
in 

the 
the 

hazard 
United 

classification 
Nations Rec- 

ommendaiions on the Transport of .Danger- 
ous. Goods (ST/SG/AC.lO/l/REX.S. United 
Nations, New York. 1988). 

Tests 
The potential hazards p s e d  by certain 

types of wastes are not yet rully documented, 
tests to define quantitatively these hazards 
do not exist. Further.research ia necessary.in 
order to develop means to characterize 
potential hazards posed to man and/or the 
environment by these wastes. Standardized 
tests have been derived with respect to pure 
substances and.materials. Many countries, 
have developed national tests whichzan be 
applied to materials listed in Annex L:in 
order to decide if these materials exhibit any 
of the characteristics listed in this Annex. 
Annex IV 
Disposal Operations 
A. Operations Which do not Lead to the 
Possibility of Resource Recovery. Recycling. 
Reclamation, Direct Reuse or Alternative 
Uses 

Section A encompasses all euch disposal' 
operation which occur in practice. . ..: 
D1 Deposit into or onto land (e& landfill. 

etc.) 
D2 Land treatment, (e+. biodegradation of 

liquid or sludgy discards in soila etc.] 
D3 Deep injection, (e+ injection of 

pumpable discards into walls. salt domes 
or naturally occurring repositories, e tc)  

D4 Surface impoundment, (e&. placement 
of liquid or sludge diskanis into pits, ponds. 
or lagoons, etc.) - 

D5 Specially engineered landfill, (e.g., 
placement into lined discrete cells which 
are capped and isolated from one another 
and the environment. etc.) 

D6 Release into a water body except seas/ 

D7 Release into seas/ocead including sea- 
bed insertion 

D8 Biological treatment 'not specified 
elsewhere in this Annex which results ip 
final compounds or mixtures which, are 
discarded by means of any of the 
operations in Section A ' ' 

elsewhere in this Annex which results in 
final compounds or.mixtures which are 
discarded by means of any of the 
operations in Section A, (e.g., evaporation. 
drying. calcination. neutralisation, 

. oceans . .  

. 

D9 Physic0 chemical treatment not specified 

' precipitation. etc.) 
DIO Incineration on land 
D11 Incineration at sea 
D12 Permanent storage (e.& emplacement 

D13 Blending or mixing prior to submission 

D14 Repackaging prior to submission to any 

D15 Storage pending any of the operations 

B. Operations Which May Lead to Resource 
Recovery, Recycling. Reclamation, Direct Re- 
use or Alternative Uses 

Section B encompasses all such operations 
with respect to materials legally defined as or 
considered to be hazardous wastes and 

of containers in a mine. etc) 

to any of the operations in Section A 

of the operations in Section A' 

in Section A 

which otherwise would have been destined 
for operations included in Section A. 
R1 Use a s  a 5 e l  (other than hdirect . . 

incineration) or other means to generate 
energy . . 

Rz Solvent reclamation/regeneration 
R3 RecycIing/reclamation p f  organic 

substances which a? not used as  solvents 
R4 Recycling/reclamation of metals and 

R5 Recycling/reclamation of other inorganic 

R6 Regenerafion of acids or bases ' 

R7 Recovery,of components used for 
pollutiori abatement 

R8 Recovej  of components frorn&talysts 
R9 Used oil re-refining or other reuses.of ' 

previouslyusedoil ' ' 
R10 ,Land trea@ent.resulting in benefit to 

agriculture or ecological impruvement 
R11 Uees of residual materials obtained 

from any of the operations numbered R1- 
RlO 

R12 Exchange of wastes for submission to 
any of the operations numbered Rl-RlI  

R13 Accumulation of material intended for 
any operation in Section B 

Annex V .A. : . . 

Information TO Be Provided on Notification ,, 

. .  

metalcompounds . ' . , .  

. .  materials . _  . :' 

1. Reason forkaste  export. 
2. Exporter of the waste.'. 
3. Generator(s) of the waste and site of 

4. Disposer of the waste and actual site of 

5. Intended camerls) of the waste or their 

8. Country of export of the waste 

7. Expected countries pf transit Competent 

a Country of import of the waste 

9. General or singre notification. 
10.kojected date(s) of shipment(s) and . '  

period of time over which waste is to be 
exported and proposed itinerary [including 
point of entry and exit).' 

11. Means of transport envisaged (road, 
rail, sea. air. inland waters). 
12. Information relating to insurance.* 
13. Designation'and physical description of 

the waste including Y number and UN 
number and its composition ' and 
information on any special handling 
requirements including emerge* provisions 
in case of accidents. 

14. Type of packaging envisaged (eg. bulk. 
drummed, tanker). 
15. Estimated quantity in wetght/volume.e 
16. Process by which the waste is 

generated.' 
17. For wastes listed Ln Annex 1 

classifications from Annex U: hazardous 
characteristic. N number. and UN class. 

18. Method of disposal as per Annex 111. 
19. Declaration by the generator and 

exporter that the information is correct. 
20. Information transmitted (including 

technical description of the plan!] to the 
exporter or generator from the disposer of the 
waste upon which the latter has based his  
assessment that there was n o  reason to 
believe that the wastes will not be managed 

genera tion. 

disposal. 

agents; if.known.* 

Competent authorityq2 

authority.2 

Competent authority.* 
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kn an environmentally sound manner in 
accordance with the laws and regulations of 
the country of import. 

2l. lnfonnation cohcerning the contract 
between the exporter and dipposer. 

. .  Notes 

or telefax number and the narne.e$d*ss. 
.telephone. telex or telefaK number of -the . 
person to b,e contacted. ' ' '.' 

Full naneand address.  telephone,^ telex 
,: . 

I .  . ,  

2.Pull name end address,, telephone, telex 

J In the case of a generat'notifjcation 
covering several shipthents. either4he 
expected dates of each shipment or. if this is 
not known. the expected frequency of the 
shipments will be required. 

Information to be provided on relevant 
insurance rquirementt.an$ how they are tnet 
by exporter. ccirrier and-disposer. . 

*The nature and the.coriqntrstion of the'? 
most hazardous ,components;. in termqof. ' , , 
toxicity and other.dangem presenteh by the 
waste both in, handling,and i?'ielatioii,to,the 

In the qase of a general notification 
. 

covering several shipment$. both the . 
estimatedtotal quantityand the estimated .. 
quantitl'es for each indivldtial shipment will :: 

7, Insofar as  thts is necessary to awe& the, . 
hazard and determine the appppHateness of 
the proposed disposal operat,iqn. 
.Annex V B - i , . .; . . ., . . . 
Information To Be Provided on tbe Movement 
Document . .  

1;Exporter of the waste.' '- : : '+ 

2. Cenerator(s) of the'waste and site of . ' 

3. Disposer of the waste and.actual site of 

4. Carrieds) of the waste or'his agent(&. ' 
5. Subject of general or single notification. 
6. The date the transboundary movement 

started and date@) and signature on receipt 
by each person who takes charge of the 
waste. 

7. Means of transport. (road,'rail. inland 
waterway.'sea, air) including countries of 
export. transit and impbrt, also point of entry 
and exit where these hive been designated), 

a. General-descripti6nof the wjlste . 
[physical state, proper UN shipping name and 
class, UN number, Y number and H.number .. 

requirements including emergency provision 
in case of accidents. 

or tctefax.number. : . .. m .  

. ' . 

- .  proposed disposal method' . . .  

. 

: ,* . . . . i . ,  .. . .  . . .  be required. . .r i 

. .  . .  

. . . .  : generation. . .  

disposal.' ' 
. .  

. .  . . .  . 

' as applicable). 
Q. Information on special handling 

10. Type and number of packages. 
11. Quantity in weight/volume. 
12 Declaration by the generator or 

exporter that the informati- is correct. 
13. Declaration by the generator or 

exporter indicating no objection from the 
competent authorities of all States concerned 
which aie Parties. 
14. Certification by disposer ofreceipt at 

designated disposal facility and indication of 
. .  

method ,of disposal and of the approximiniate 
date.of disposal; ,' 

N o t a . .  . 

.T?ie''hfobnnation required on. the mdvement 
ddcument shall where possible be'integrated 
in one document with that required uridek . , 

transport rules. Whek this is not possible-the 
informat,ion should pmplemwt :mthet than 
'duplicate that required undertfte transport . .. 
rules. The movement document shall carry 
instructions as  to'who is to, piovide 
.infomiation and fill-out any form. 

1 Full name and address, telephone. telex, 
or telefax number and the name. address, . 

telephone. telex or telefax nu+ber of the 
person to be contacted in case of emergency..- 

AnnexVI . . . .  
:Ahitre tion 
Article 1 ' 

: . Unless the agreement referred to i n  Article. 
%J bf the Convention provfdes otherwise;. the 
arbitration procedure shall besonducted in- 
accordance witfi,Articles 2tO 10 blow.. ; 
Article? - , 

The .claimant party shall notify the . *  . 
Secretariat that the parties have'agreedlo. 
-6ubmit the'dispute to arbitratioti puniuant to 
'parasraph 2 or paragraph 5 of Article 20 and 
include;it\ particular. the Articles. of the.'. ' 
Convention' thehterpretation or application .. 
'of whichare at  issue. The +cn@iat sljaatP 
forward the information thus received to,all 
Parties to 1hdConvention; .. .. . ' 

Article 3 . . 

members. Each of the Parties to tbe dispute 
shall appoint an arbitrator, aed the two . 
.arbitratois so appolnted shallilesfgnate.by 
common agrqment .the third arbitratat. who 
shall be the chairman of the. tgbunal. :The ". 
latter shall not be a national oEone of-the. . 
parties to the dispute. nor have his usual 
place of residence in the territory of one of 
these parties nor be.employed by any of 

' them nor have dealt with the case in any , 
other capacity. 
Article 4 - t  

I. i f  the chairman of thearbitral tribuna! 
has not been designated withiniwo months 
of the appointment of the 8ecoRd.arbitrator.. 
the Secretary-General of the United Nations. 
shall, at the request of either party, deslgnate 
him within a further two months period. . 

2. If one of the parties to the dispute does 
not appoint an arbitrator withiwtwo months 
of the receipt of the request. the other paity- 
may inform the Secretary-General of the . . 
United Nations. who shall designatedhe 
chairman of the arbitral tribunal within a 
further two months' period. Upon 
designation the chairman of the arbitral. 
tribunal shall request the party which has not 

' 

. . .  

,. 
1 . .  

. . ' .  

' The arbitral tribunal shall conlsist of t h k ,  
. 

. . 

shall make this appointment within a further 
two months' period. . 

Article, 5 
1. The arbitral tribuna+.shalb,renifer i ts- - , :  

decision-in accordance with international law 
and in accordance with the provisions of the 
Convention. 
' -2. Aqy,arbitral tkbunal"c6nstituted under , 

. the!prqvisions ofthis Annexahall draw up its 
own rules ot procedure. 
Attide 6 
' 1;The'decisions of the arbitral tribunal ', 

both..qn>rokeduie and on substance; shall be 
taken by majority vote of its members. 
2 The tebunal may take all appropriate 

m e a s u n d n  order to establish the facts. It 
may. at the request of one of the parties. 
recommend essential interim measures of 
protect ion. 

3. The parties'to the dispute shall proLide 
all facilities necessary for the effective 
,conduct of the proceedings. 

4. The-absence or default of a party'inthe 
:dispute shall not constitute an impediment to 
the proceedings. 
AGicIe 7 

The tribunal may hear and determine 
counterclaims arising directly out of the 
subject-matter of the dispute. 
Article 8 

Unlessthe arbitral tribunal determines 
othepvise because of the particular 
cirdumstances of the case. the expenses of 
the tHbunaL includlng the remuneration of its 
members. shall be borne by the parties to the 
dispute in. equal shares. The tribunal shall 
keep a record of all its ex-. and shall 
furhish a final statement thereof to the . . 

parties. , . 

.. Afliclk . 9 
'. . b y  Party that has an interest of a legal 
nature in the subjectaratterof the dispute 
which may be affected by the decision in the 
case, may intervene in ths proceedings with 
the consent of  the tribunal. 
Article 10 
1. The tribunal.sheU mda its award 

within five month8 of the data on which it is 
established unlesr it nndr It necessary to 
extend the time-limit fa I period which 
should not exceed Rve m o n t h  

2. The award of the erbrtrd tribunal shall 
be accompanied by I rtataclbat of reasons. It  
shall be final and binding upon the parties to 
the dispute. 

3:Anydispute whlch may arise between 
the parties ccncemim the tntarpretation or 
execution of the award m y  be submitted by 
either party to the arbitral tribunal whlch 
made.the s w a d  or. if tlrrs htta-canoot be 
seized thereof. to another M+al constituted 
for this purpose in the utne manner as the 
first. 

~ .. 

, . 

appointed an arbitrator to do so within two 
months. After such period. hashall inform the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations. who 
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